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Unlock the new features 
In Apple's latest mobile 
operating system 
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Demand Pro-Grade OWC Storage 


Video and Audio | Photography | Graphics | Backup 


Created for Mac enthusiasts and backed by award-winning U.S. based customer support. 


Exceptional Quality, Reliability, and Performance! 


Expand your storage capabilities whether you're looking wee : : 

for the perfect portable, an expansive desktop drive, | GHEEESEESEE EES 
or a multi-drive RAID. Choose industry-trusted OWC ol r SHES SSE 
drives as your reliable workhorse. See | ge See : SSE 


www.macsales.com/externals |e SHEET 
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Thunderbolt model also available 
UP TO 2.0TB from $75.99 
Portable + Bus-powered 


Mercury Elite Pro mini Mercury Elite Pro Mercury Elite Pro Dual Mercury Elite Pro Qx2 

FireWire 800 | USB 3.0 | eSATA FireWire 800 | USB 3.0 | eSATA FireWire 800 | USB 3.0 FireWire 800 | USB 3.0 | eSATA 

UP TO 2.0TB from $79.99 UP TO 5.0TB from $129.99 UP TO 10.0TB from $219.99 4.0TB-24.0TB from $499.00 

Portable + Bus-powered Dual-Drive Performance RAID 4-Drive Performance RAID 0/1/5/ 
10 / JBOD / Independent 


Add a Second Drive Inside Your Mac HDD and SSD Upgrades for iMac 
OWC Data Doubler and iMac upgrade kits empower you to upgrade Add up to 6.0TB in 2009-current iMac models. Thermal monitor lets 
your MacBook Pro, iMac, and Mac mini to have two internal drives. you upgrade without hacks or software! Diagnostic compatible! 

Add a superfast SSD or hard drive. 
¢ from $22.50 
rom $25.00 www.macsales.com/imacdiy 


www.macsales.com/dd 


is: 


i " OWC has great shipping rates and fast delivery to Australia! 


Upgrade your MacBook Pro, MacBook, or Mac mini to a new, larger, 
and faster hard drive or OWC SSD with OWC 2.5" DIY Drive Kits. 


Kits come with everything you need: 


- An external, bus-powered enclosure to transfer data AND 
continue use of your old drive as a‘new’ external. 


- All of the tools you need to install both the new drive as 
well as assemble that ‘new’ external. 


¢ Full 24/7 support from the OWC team as well as free online 
videos that guide your upgrade step-by-step! 


Up to 2.0TB from $55.00 


www.macsales.com/diy 


Fast, High-Quality Memory Upgrades for your Mac 


Built to the highest standards to give your Mac the best performance and reliability when you need it most! 


iMac & iMac 5K - Add up to 32GB! Mac Pro — Add up to 128GB! 
16GB ss 32GB :—C*8: 32GB 64GB 96GB 128GB 
kits from kits from | | kits from | kits from | kits from kits from 
' $195.00 | $387.50 | ~ $359.99 | $779.99 | $1,177.99 | $1,549.99 | 
| MOST POPULAR J SNE | MOSTPOPULAR 


MacBook Pro, MacBook and Mac mini Memory - Add up to 16GB! 


4GB  =8GB __ 16GB 

| kits from | kits from | kits from 
_— | $52.99 | $95.00 | $195.00 : 
wee ON | MOSTPOPULAR [i 


¢ No hacks or special software needed! | 
Boot, launch, load, edit, transfer, & create faster 


Up to 92x faster than a hard drive 

Up to 500MB/s data transfer speed 

Easy to install, designed & built in the USA* 
Upgrades for Air and Retina too! 


“Quiet, cool, and rugged drives ... provide 
performance that no hard disk drive can match.” 
—Steve Sande, TUAW 


Most popular SSD upgrades for Air, Retina, MacBook, MacBook Pro, Mac mini, iMac, and Mac Pro 


120GB 240GB 480cB 960GB 


| from $69.00 from $1 34.00 from $245.00 from $549.00 


PG ee A OWC Ma kes it Ca SY tou Dg ra d eC with our M ac S S D u DQ fa d e g U id e, 


“from domestic and foreign parts — 


° ® ° ©2014 Other World Computing, All rights reserved. Apple, iMac, 
Design ~ Innovation aE Quality Mac, MacBook, MacBook Air, MacBook Pro, Mac Pro, and Retina are 


trademarks of Apple Inc, registered in the US. and other countries. 


Exceptional upgrades with expert support for over 25 years. Thunderbolt and the Thunderbolt logo are trademarks of intel 


Corporation in the US. and/or other countries, Ail other trademarks 


www.macsales.com +71-815-338-8685 Free 24/7 expert support are the property of their respective owners. Prices, specifications 


and availability are subject to change without notice. 


your favourite games, the future of 
computing lies in the cloud. 


A lot of the improvements in iOS 8 are 
aimed at developers, who can now 
trick out their apps with Support for 
Touch ID, extensions, widgets and 
Healthkit. But there are still plenty of 
goodies for users like us, too. 
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Whether you re working on an urgent 
report or just sitting back playing 
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| 
| 
t 


rier terre ere 
= = >T 


eae Wy Ey Senate. Pra wt erty 
seenmntverity WS pc's Keven oe 
sot Grid OEE 

Figatie, bo dhe weer battoen of she 


\ 
} 
} 
\ 


 Aneaes & arte Peay ote «tls Got Seat 
ia denne cofaatts Homes He beh. ass & Sugamon, Lap i by ane 3B of De ait 
sesst Cox eo ret - ; hee ey ; 
Pircenysenmenes gee | Sees 
pe rir ane alae? at Paepesy vA [Raval &; ech sep Yoga youre ervey wreser Stat 
gah sont Lick ore thea age OA Sepsentt waters aot fected thy corners putind efit At 
the thew £2 caren. astgete wet ree teem We ath 
Webkic Fad deve ett Hh pry of 
hs tes LAPORS 


Seenden fre corey Aa ot 
“ oy “Diits reunet Sea ent ber pot Beenie 
oS ees rae pees free Shey 
Me ame te matonaye ys a Ae rm a 
ar HOA NIE BOE AAA ape ant bor eR agree 


geteneh Reantwarees Seo de eh 

gone) Cool appa BEI or By ac 
poe et ayers Us top ed raved Aeeie sete Me 
Gar an qotlngs pa wee set Peer aad 


Pause heer a hep pe pe 
ae iyo of Eove sepaies hare yO 


gy SERERSTY 
KLEN UVR ever on Uataty: MbAd> bata vad Seton Link epes KER Beets ed br 
RTY are cxom, wacked Seevethy 251 top OF es ted Aber Heh T berovtird. Ror 
rob athe SBS a thaned (upton ete deeticetire wetien fet 4 we Boe 


secs vets eee wets EN, Agate 
sectarian essen «tea bee ton ote 


dearey ta AA eee ted Breage ei Soempe. TEyy tiaet ht eons Bays Mee ee 
aun poscaaee, WA Coe axe farrercee en bh va plate Reacteeathans UD IR A 
Sree Sia, youd biel ovis ee yer gertnbty Rose fare 3h rit meme tt 


she’s a vaiegeebe neste BE of pe Aree 


Aineh oem, bode deve By HOLE? teed od pone AecOfecaaias hee 8 Wel whe 


avntptinng the Conepatty bis ange? ee 
5A © vee te tattle) oe ad abe tal tdeane of roe Ute: Sealey te ast aed ten Uareth 
st pltity shy tet at yuee'or soogearineg trom SFE pal 
WERE feet an shed 2 Mh see Femara 
he SUAS > ancine Hr fo oe Netter it etek 4 spect: Mowe pond, 3B tl ete hers fad Cea Leak id Sagity 
core each 4002 nay Brent Meatiattin te Oat Reet Seas err, per wate Bee 


AS Genet scetaie By pieces iTS 
eo eae eyed te tin ener ol Be: 
boars oy te BEF wyotin ee 


ear bea Wore cote b ree SEY 
Geode grad wha ot pon ts toate 
feetets tates teh totent, wr ses hed 


da meet fet or Baws tt 
shen Suri wat. Bene Ae Se ee RES 


be 0a aeet fron thes ier et scm serviote ss eu exits Hart vo? GemtXY 

weachumnped - Lentils Bartabes enya f& rere Smead perodss Of pot cree crntos Asi dy WAT Merdinwton 

jake Nae, PH ent Beis Boerne fii bee Pannen, of ererset rages ~ pot exp tee ESt Yeenien at he 

sham 20h Cae atta See WAKE het hep head thi ue prec ern? decrees of you Patay He 

Whew on ¢ Pyedod Betopet He ont pecatey eactatedolt OFT 

apy envan. ese ete Bs oer Bee ceedarng vighnata aad Seamless bets Nera te Mostoetiene. Too faut br 

cea the baxta Wate eta age at, AE RD qo Ceres tect hee 1 seer pret 
Beast botciede oo anges Rend 46 OB der okay oeay oF ber Soe. 9 HT 


povecd sone Cd Hot Snead seefered ore to athens &. 
duaniee Heeoed Bavnind Reraled wt 
ga veer Racaty fae ersveters wth a Go 
Sows, as Mte pos eats beeps re pe 
fee ried tate peer te ania. at malt 
Lank ieeraty. 

ere shat Baas Ber Af Raps fe ee eet 
pevties? Veuir art adh of tet aps 8 Det 
afar Wark rate etki ae Sie ot 
addr by def bet pret easy top 
eect Mats te ath ages Aa Be CUT 


Linlock the ery loatsis kt Apgiv's tales? mabao cpersing sysles. 
shosmateocery Sexcey Caragstert 


ASE Re BAS SE 
SGV! a TperteT aes EN 


LEREL earvswen — bed” 


eaines ARK, 


Geer TEST 


Fitness headphones 


Hy we i 


soebeen ban ee 
gre eetiat He yd Bate 


pst g GPCI area ona beat ene tas eM ae ea eget x i 
acugeut ssviieeg 293 a Byte Bah Urbanity 23% 
thay Nateseat to a5 Paw GY eamtarace Mbeyet Het ata ge O41 FAY ech Gad ee Ot 
peer dy Steet At pel be eae ee eT eepetroay Let (a PeyT® 
preaaly ob war ge a as, Metatayt wele fev aet 
rire Noe ase, arcs BONE ATEN SVE A ROT 


water ceanees so eattty peorsotad pares Beare 
be ot he Sep ye at teeainitae Dearete 
Re ed lay aertst excgeaes batters 


Se samarbod toes ae Weta are te a EES 
ah Mod ots tren weatyrratt ERE np been stant {ops h 


vere 

fee arts 
eres Rita Cote 
egg arte Dex Pa cktost Wout apa eos KY 


orb rang Baty 2 Boe gut aie Wie Set wt my 
naa nie oY wend soars vine prowe ypowk oyectt baa tsres Bvt 
Tae green spray wan Oxia, Ue 8A Sheet gaaridort Cha We Maton yee ese THEA faskbre ot safe eert pitty at ht Seneca 3 VET RACRE 
. ety 4 und 28 ARAL HOES Pca ede, OMCLGE @ 6 entinare fava 


Cena er ted eo Peretortey omentind teiad Bae 
aa Beta, we pad See bs Se fe metoer 
ah eta ag ee oweabted 
feos were ee eek 


oranretarys meee cae Dt mn at 
sen eet pre vaate 8 oy oe 
Be gaa od kad dunce a (10e 
ahh BUR EU Oe Eh I A eC conde ater Soykad tate OE bs 
ipa Yet SeArel aang tea fact Os KIM 


ets here SA SY AHO 
ead, the gar e-eee Wenity 


quae Sawn Brey ote eA fans aod Ba sey wh pared Conte be areal SET b 
bother Be tated et ber tant 9 Ragen, SEEKS A 1 terre rad. rercay eRe. Me Aes yepat ot Mbfa oth Frm obaeg Sac oan HteTys 
comaie yee betray tat HO wr pea dice it wea tas nee er? eceewete dar ete Then tet Sad cule ee SE 
Garretts Rat wed i teed arte eg eet 


eres ba Parag exngag aorta ocak ba erent 
Gr Raps, pared Het kanes bor ached 
Yee ed ga wana Hedy At poke an daty oe ETE 


ce eed ety Be 
ron peng Hrd s BIOTA 


Fetes Baa Bower? AO OT ear ted Ha. 


ot 


bys raph porraaenes © 


Ba ek een Pata Se, agp rectus (ata oR 

gpa SRT Herne Hest ct Cea 3 pooper Lage et she) tafe ns 

peaks wor dearer, dade tent teste Ub natty ht qorreqe Harb Cems bra §. pathy Se AAG IEEN RE LOGY A RE dihectag ver WP EARS HERA TA SEER CR FOE 
exces (eu A OL wee pop Levee LD MP EBC DEE EAI Benen est 


dy ach sho cb ed tata ee sentete 
renee piss win FE ed 


Sec byss athe SH ae? (ACO 


fps ant fhe reset ae 00 BS peurdbecan Haat? Tot chews satan te BP SEATON RD 
- Seats pectedy se frost arvdoser sexo ah beh ra The mearets tO 


Geapetqeate whe ty OE thee bent Beas Se det ‘ 
pur rng® nye Sst ot Hed ve Rt oh (Seek NO, et ad (ons. Cia ts deel, Te Tush heap xe pe bat ‘ 
Pelee eng cates ert 9 aataks pawn ok cain Vie Be ol add bees os ag A TN gud peat Beg and reece CATO A getertst ee Aaupere be rears oF Estes OK MITTS us 
PAE ES eae rg he TO apg HN BF 
3 sh cecAest 


sats ha Be Deaiy Re ereS 8 Ot ed ‘ 
deegety 3 FSS ete ates tt 


ye OI my 


Rape thew BELT Bos 
Howland nteratarvar ty boty Waste rt 2g te Het, deomil toh Cat RE ED ee are 
Chagiy 6 9 3 1 08S pete ee BS £3 THAAD = EE per vege ty Pe nee vt eres 


enero eed Rs Qe RPAH A Hep AC DENT OF et 

fa poral shen? GOA aa seca tage estes, C8 
PenepnGemad ore ecbee MOAT Vey ora read by oe 
PEs parent tenes ett wioderg Seamer OS 
ace teas ey Dp Geet Ne vieotads it 
pea fae ea He Ce SPB NED SATS 


Jeo Tot An PEL NTE TMT A gate rey fae pet BINT we 
feud 3 cheat Mom tamert = Oren A Se et ES SHTAS 


ead bs We aoe 

hah terse ee3t Ts 

Georg os ea 

hte ert aa a hav tees 

ei cns Mao tle Sate re 


Beam Die. Aste paad fh Serer yeas, tor seed 
Based 8 ces @ fark C7 gs Beoey 33 Meaty HOY AA 


Raters tne, he Fitt 
Bapdsed lor er GOT 
Bottom Ene. Se ey pettatandion Tint aay, 
patboy oe ore Pesetat ange Sone wa arte Pe oma GO 


aa, be Se ec ces att fates fore, 2 Deaah sd pret Cen a eg EAR 

ee tat re, ahem ket Fe aad ee RENT Se peers aeere een wie ae Bo Had BES? otek Say es 
BLD MeO Bg see sdareett phen ersneTenct < gpig stars Fr Oe DRE 

t ta So: Sew pesnco se te SS semiyteoeotse BREE eve Fars 4 ¥Re we bickRia tet 

Pen port ois Hatt eS Cabot tater Re sae Ip er a AOS favart ard gt 

COPS Ma A eet oath bay st Bree OS a Lind teortond Aap foes aE aE 


Apt Ieee Les a 


down poi ote Saree Hee 


yes grub onsty bee aeoes (OP 9 
ston Tio Late aanines Boe et AOS ree Sue Te SA OTS Pow Death teeh Ea 
ome) aged. Eyer to BORE haarnent Tet Bond of tororbOTS & 


wan po ads Bias A ORE wt 


dpe TPR eet he Pee BA 


ioe See AA pine 4G Han SA IFO NS tee rereirg eh be ett HF 
apna Haamteay Me es fe tee a $ pale anetang of BOA at op Rabo 
thy Bhavo emt engine. bee Heenan. HY LIF 
drone tw tow App RRS CA {BEE MT TETAS 


fonoe nae posts tinting. OF Cart 
toad a TA HCE ER AA YF 
ee Hy RT ATA LOS Ie HE 
fray Bae Ay BNE AES 
poebet ORELNY ceesev oy ort nd ta 
Kors pore eater qua toys DAY Fyre 

meen eae SHES Bac trepse ft er AEM 
geck cps Pare 12 tov es ee 
chet 


TANG? ORM peated Ab taads 1F fe yout thers 
Aggae tere tome ors ev yet pecker pecs por b ies ae 
apg vote vind under US, BE 


parents 8 2G, tat Doe ed hoe 
Hohe & Tare ey rere ran at 
cond teaver faoeer AD 
Crewe tas cored f egores 


send te 


GLOd AYVANVE 


chee weer on 2 Orta fee oF SSE : 

Kaekep LORI WAL EAS for oe pruee e ose oH. 

path (areas CORES RY p0r'or. PE eth 3 deat tog erent RENT 

pos KE OMe TING WEA? A eet CA Sk Pi tr CSE 

coke dsful ror Poy Py ALT yas Gckas © GARSNOR 


fen ret Comarca ir pes CeO 
(ove, erie AAS 


ae POF open, Tae eg 
ph PATE EE EAT _— 


ne'wies pHOMIeUr MMM 


om UF SFB 
agi Seagerny Cee 8 
pees eye eke ware 

Tes La AGRA EN vert) 


seanchg ohatont tat Ort 


pete and Cogs 7 Pat 
08 aheel eon et hy eo he 


ep rereaceeg) pit 


sees 8 Pa Core eee ROS 
re ere ob oF PA tert Pere opt. Ree AA TEAMS TIT RGRGREE mama ts 2d SePas I ose 
OG gets Be DNI LOM IT FE ox Jot tae 46 dyke BD tht ——— 
eek ERT Ae OE Me 


epee maceng CoRR SIS IN 
Beck tyrant a ges d AREGy Sa 


deity Cee kato IAEA 
gorge caNi Retcuen Set 400 FON sg aradeng mbes te top nee! 


sauily maT Dee ot Hee ga Pere 5 Sea tatoo rg ten Oh ‘eee 
dates 


totyagpibnn F bad 2 ae DADA 


seven’ Sexe om bet ROOT 
caper Mepearien Son ares AOA AL 
ach ts Masts aot peta habe Ray © toaradigt an Be CUA 
care extes ts Bead ways Mi Lat Bt n eaneyy 2K Ae (6 SA Mas 
meer rere: Aarts HOTS peptarey. Ke BE COREE 
Yorn Dao AANAY pte se saenence Yr pees 20ers NS: wile 
Os Pe tered Sara. ang rages Pond Carey fate OOS 


GEARKIH il BEI TRESS. SMART URL 
eth ate RA NN, OP AH ACE ‘ear Uae coe Fenoes Ta 
Bop tirade cH Weer doe to orexk ot Pract wo Poh DS 


Fysu pce riod rome 
seg yt eet eed Bre, athe 


geek O02 5 renters get 
cokes reve 2 nts Lert “aco peak 20 20 Phare Matte E> & 
ee DEC LENS dear wer wate BeNOR EK resect roses BOTT OES beret torre cod OF net chan eet At 
Ker sees ea eee i eo artes LS eeehy Wiadernent ninteres Stee Gage ts weer 6 
Popa ote peeths neg overt 3 reas Spe pad Laban: 
oneainn OG Caray Bes OF 


att AY TRY PODST 


Morte eres 20 ane kee THO 


Dates Cast Maken Ld 1 3 
ayae th eta Agase carot Wrest 


gph a ace Bete Bt) Sorat 
sed big pits rr eS 


Arcadian ene HERO. Toe 
RETTER CATTERY 

aro eh Red se teaye BEG DD 

eas RH G3 ak toed oe CAYO 


woyrtactas 
gnpewts Sas eat we egrosig A oe daehers te 
ret ru rent aa cet Ae et ahagps be eae Lhe ey h, a8 oP ODNDY WHEE PVE 
peste Carag 602 Aer OE tafpdan abe ys OEE HEN EO ‘ 
SMAIIEA HONPCATONS tenionted ae ea Tonge Sta wea De most 32a. tea Ca Cre 
nee fhok 5 aartoe as Fact yu dive Es wet etree Ge ae a Sey RO voile Tat A sane 
aprenardpaty prsrane. PECROE Ee pe exes rat 


Rope ne ke corso tenia eieagh See ban Letaey Bet at Ee 


FEVERS 


Withings 
Wireless 
Blood Pressure 
Monito 


sper raggaett 4 TEA wt ort 


fate ae Pais toe we KeTsSer 


da meter Sees, Lome pea gap ues re PL eG jorge Raker = 4 Bi are tpadee tadrg He 2 EXON 
| seerenenet {sexs Tet fed ES 28 A EET AOE. | Haws acesanes fe Orbe Sts yt any Bs. fo wed RG eRe BEL HE 
grosern. Roatan rand TO Dye ie ero, ee cet sey wey Sst prtrathe lta yee TYAN Prentay maekeny Ot ERE ape are, Dense ety Pe 
on het ites Gee EY reas ext SAT 4ei9s Ones eset esareen Ceekny Scie ft03 ao myerg yea let cre Ce kpest pet roped co OR tarcoter 
tepae Scat te ee st seein ett ee Be TE Weed Recess Bi Ca VIS ” sun Decks Mes enadty 200) bor 4k we apes Set ed eee 10 BT 
omen eee neced peemhers eae instant Witte tet Vo ae yrs Hake gs penad aad Coe rea War ered Masts sarees Ayaty Bee koe sersoteat ty TE somot Beext; ad Beis 
ghoy agora deka They Glo 4 ese ee do en ard hed wet pdont Dhamy Meee Se MATE 
euer 


93 eu cease ¢ Eke Ate ST teas TA SHire ham tap ett 
neta chats HEY eet we devon peSrel Maw FAD, yr ster Geka paeoet fms meee oe 


So, comer a HR Sees rE fader Oo tot HR eat GOS 
cok 2 Ge beeen peony kates proseee Ree ued es One y arc ete bent gor Beta reg Dr % apeh pow oes soccer 
Sieh ETE as woudl mania eo doy Sage ent pa RE AU MAES snus Sri fot yok wets WAP GOH cee 
Fe Ut been Te Sept ages BPN so Ss ret thurs Mor snts fetch Bo vow SAL Pik pte Mins Gra ost eer Podta, bis tanunt: AAAS soot ty 
cetaye see 9 etteegs Feet grey. fast or PAE tages: Pon sao Et Aer Few BO Up igs Wrens Eres, 36 OE ET peek Pat ENS pS ota torre 
Bierd Drom Mets Hert fos ape sed Meaty oho 5 pete edt bop ine coptaty dt COE af Gre grpage mete pte Ore 
nemequehtag DR BATE Sere conga sovorts WE DETTT footy. £ rear et be eS PE ele Peo BERS Coe eat 6 BOM oy jecohten as einer rapaalty FOre Pave Sos, Ue coe Sites? 
qeanererne Sao MoFery ower om. Yh oe ty EPSPS picks pice tac ater hE 7S OT FO * Besient cate vary tHe LOM ve mead 1 mere ety BE 
ous fee ere we oan he Mont, aed pee ra a 8 te Bre 303 Apehert eee epereenty faa SAS (der cP rs rotates AE meats Hh ee 
denen SOT SS TUR eS TTA estas Gin Hargis Neste Ae Moves Fawe, Aur shes ete ete Prd me meeny 3 a sre. ad aks Wag wy e etwas Be regs HO ORTT 
daning pad Demet pres ate rery cotay Soa vA pagadarh PE pene seutova Phe ood me trmee ome) att Sok vay Ge Tose er (ectesten Sete eer Hob 
ome phate] Ka Grane tbr swt RIS retst3s PED Lp HC eonys Ad ay pas steny spend, eater, Te Moe wes tt He HT 
fe Dean } g(a rnaerma tes HF cegerapseers 20d Fit teh HOM? dhe cura wror Eh eee TS PAU OIBANE PRS tats ney Bote teh Sy 
UENG THE taps ty raat Des Kult geen nee ine Herr haters paren FE RIOR md 2 TON Coie expert fete Kor See od ean ene CPt) BPEL OOP ote 
AR ey BE eagertect ad Yo A VERS con etd ESeday BSN eet aT Shh doit ecenpe he $ fects ARES 
biti DHE ‘yoy my Sobre pore THN ERA erodes Bate be FomeTeir Been 


eka ge tat eres Ad A genitive eect ir? 
waogtacd papern ted 4 estat Qotss Porta 64 eat gs 
qqromeseg 5 FI Soret e Mee che tigegt te oeeHy ¢ evsret 


ies weeHTes. Eee 


£ pot es eating sosemeae 
1 ER REN Ig OD, YE 
got eto dee sie et PR 


Sy eset heart SONEND AIH 
gunek, bee aes ecterg Seto 
dont) wisn ten acct cone yet bie 
Bye (avy 3? borad pataaite 6 Wert 


SBS 
Treciat cutantins Mate of Guay se dome Pees Papeney OL0p 
dr ee fas doer dost ORE FAT 


Ura ct Adty is toe eet 
exper ten wel eck & DP 


exe ABE oF TO 
Sane ee SG Boece cha REIT Apress het oo poche era eet 
LAPOANA VO sac 3 Semeoee weeks €o ote ALBERT FRECE 
naty wb asans Sher ate Hee = HOR CERHEARH peratent, Sats we OE ase EE 
subg i eieee ore arte wets BAe. © ee Ce ole Re HEY org: ‘ 
Pasrsg bender DaMGAT) atic Pee CASA OHA NT mngehig tom nupmane sy 4 DEBA cokes, Reatiyy bon T4 re. Hee $4 BS 5 HAESTRS IRE 

Tha tereiee othe A gxt wert i Tete oor canes Hot hs en? gertands op ERG Brom 3S. Soke pris MRE RL 
anian it end anaes Seu Pee ae ESA I abt: as hed eer it Hat, Wid oe Be SPB 5et5 Sor euzioner on beed LET 
Memaiorare  eDhy dE DO AE eo reeamors toga WAT x Rye ersat hoe CHER LIT IP OTA FD FENG ast wniirg ante § RM te OF emaictnrd 10 Has. 
be tad ig PaO BO roe enh eae atk Bs Ses Bees, BS COMET pad (mcSed ag cee Oe Sam cee tates, Lupranrse Sat set BRITS 
Ssawcesmmnees (oe cecent Geee cavemen oie, Ee guanesich cress tte ee mo 
ten cieruang Ta aint ote RNS ge ATA TI HO ERE tegen ve ae APE CAS OTS OS > BOTS J foresee Sone eat ak Re 38 das on 
gh Tread cep a wei tare teen ak WG oo LIST Cited 2 z sich, Rese 720 tke Cotes t FEO. sft BPO, WET GAS se TA pen 

are ES eee em es SO OP OE “Prat anon guce FADES 


sey boca a pe Remes re he Sayan Preesen Gaia Acres 


MAIL 

moi SUE 
ISNAP 

GUEST COLUMN: 


A love letter to the Aopole 
IQUOTE cneiioal 


MAC GEMS 
BUSINESS 

APP GUIDE 
GADGET GUIDE 
SECRETS 

giseg 

GROUP TEST: 


Fitness headpnones 


Withings Wireless Blood Pressure Monitor | 
# =Drobo Mini 


reative Sound Blaster | 
Password 5,0 
efense Grid 2 

GoPro Hero4 Black 


EDITORIAL 


Another year gone 


“thas been 12 months since | sat in 
front of my MacBook Pro and started 
to reflect on 2013. It was a nice way 
to move into the new year, examine the 
changes to the tech industry and mull - 
over my time with Macworld: Australia. 

The months since that reflection: 
have seen Apple evolve its landscape, 
where iOS and OS X have taken a few 
strides towards each other, Beats by Dr. 
Dre took up residency in Cupertino and 
- the company took aim at the wearables 
market. | 8 

As | did 12 months ago, | think it is 
time to go down memory lane and look at 
the five biggest releases of 2014. © 


5. iPad Air 2. The larger of the two iPads 
Apple launched in October, the iPad Air 
2, received the biggest update for users. - 
While the iPad mini 3 provided a gold - 
colour option and Touch ID, the Air 2 

was shaved in depth by 18 percent, the 
camera Capabilities were boosted and an 
antireflective coating was applied to the 
display. : 


4. iOS 8. Apple’s mobile operating 
system didn’t see a dramatic facelift like 
“its predecessor, but rather focused on 
developers. Encompassing over 4000. 
new APIs (application programming | 
interfaces), including Touch ID, HealthKit 
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and Homekit, increased sharing options, 
third-party keyboards and Notification 
Center widgets, this was an update for 
those that make our iOS devices tick. 


3. iMac with Retina 5K display. The 


iMac lineup has a new leader. With 14.7 
million pixels, the 27in desktop Mac has a 


remarkable 5120 x 2880 display that uses 
30 percent less power than its non-Retina 


counterparts. 


2. OS X Yosemite. The free upgrades 
continued in October with the launch 

of Yosemite. Following in the shoes of 
iOS 7, OS X 10.10 has a new vibrant, _ 
flatter look and deeper integration with 
iOS 8 via Continuity. AirDrop, Instant 
Hotspot, Handoff and the ability to make 


Calls and send SMSs from your Mac 


make this a fantastic release. 


1. iPhone 6. Both the iPhone 6 and the 6 
Plus sport a sleeker look, thinner body and 
the enlarged displays that many have cried 
out for when looking at Android rivals. It 
was a big move by Apple, which has been 
hesitant in the past to extend past four 
inches, and one that has paid off already. 
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‘Introducing the world’s most advanced visual effects and motion graphics solution! 


} 


Fusion is the world’s most advanced compositing software for visual 
effects artists, broadcast and motion graphic designers and 3D animators. 
With over 25 years of development, Fusion has been used on over 1000 
major Hollywood blockbuster feature films! You get a massive range 
of features and effects included so you can create exciting broadcast 
graphics, television commercials, dramatic title sequences and even major 
feature film visual effects! 


Hollywood’s Biggest Blockbusters 


Thousands of Hollywood’s biggest blockbusters and hit television shows 
use Fusion to create their groundbreaking visual effects. Fusion has been 
used on feature films like Thor, The Amazing Spiderman 2, and The Hunger 
Games, as well as hit television shows like Orphan Black, Breaking Bad, 
Grimm, Adventure Time, Downton Abbey and the Emmy award winning 
Battlestar Galactica. | 


Nodes, A Better Way to Work! : 


Fusion uses nodes which are small icons that represent effects, filters and 
other processing which can be connected together to easily build up larger 
and more complex visual effects. Because nodes are easy to see and 
connect together, you can combine tools, images, and objects in any order 
to create unlimited visual effects. Nodes make it easy to adjust any single part 
of your project simply by clicking on the node and making an adjustment. 
That's much faster than a timeline based tool such as an NLE. 


oy 
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Simply More Features 


Whether you need to pull a key, track objects, retouch images, animate 
titles, or create amazing particle effects, Fusion has a massive toolset 
that lets you tackle the most demanding visual effects and motion 
graphics jobs. You get the world’s best 3D workspace along with tools 
for compositing, keying, painting, animation, stereoscopic 3D and more, 
all in a single application! 


GPU Accelerated Creative Workflow 


Fusion is an extremely fast visual effects software tool that’s responsive 
enough to be used in high pressure, client driven sessions. With its GPU 
acceleration, you get instant feedback while you work so you can see 
exactly what you're doing. Whether you’re working alone or with a client, 
Fusion gives you the real time control you need so you can spend more 
time being creative and less time waiting. 


FUSION 7... ee ee _..Free 


FUSION 7 STUDIO. 


$1,275 


design.com/au 
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LEVTER OF lab MONT 


TOO THIN? 


| know it’s a marvel how thin these 
devices keep getting, but that is a 
kind of marketing sleight of hand. My 
partner got a new iPad Air the day 

it came out. It was so much thinner 
and lighter than her original iPad. 
She loved it. Two days later, she was 
a little careless setting it down on the 
table and the screen cracked. 

At the Apple store a few hours 
after that, she was telling the shop 
assistant that the device was far 
too delicate for the purpose for 
which it was made. He was arguing 
that it was her fault, until two other 
people arrived with similar issues. 
One said that it cracked when 
they weren’t even next to it. The 
iPad was replaced, but in order to 
preserve it, is now encased in an 
expensive shock proof, weather 
proof, person proof and chunky 
case. It’s a lovely piece of tech, 
but it now weighs more and is 
thicker than her original iPad. 

What would be really good is for 
the iPad, iPhone, etc to be made 
more robust, waterproof and have 
longer lasting batteries. If the size 
of our device is sexy enough to 
impress us when we buy it, surely 
it will still seem great a year or two 
later. 

Udi 
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ITUNES ISSUES 


iTunes 12 is a ridiculous, confusing 
and, as a result, time wasting change 
for change sake makeover. Who has 
time to learn how to navigate through 
Apple’s latest idiotic rearrangement of 
controls? 


Paul 


Every version of iTunes becomes 

less intuitive and a bigger ergonomic 
disaster. Less intuitive drag and drop, 
buttons everywhere, changing buttons 
that vary with context, It's a surprisingly 
poor effort from Apple for what is a 
flagship program. 


Michael 


|, too, find the interface confusing, 
but it’s a hell of a lot prettier than 

MS Outlook on Windows. They've 
embraced the ‘flat’ icon look, but the 
layout is a dog's breakfast. 


Bob 


Have to agree. Tinkering with the 

user interface for no real benefit is just 
annoying. And there is no real benefit. 
In fact it’s worse, much worse than 
iTunes 11. Bring back the sidebar, 


please. 
Graeme 


ITUNES 12 LOOKS 
GOOD TO ME 


Why do people complain about 
change? The new iTunes is absolutely 
gorgeous and works very well. | love 
how | can drag into Up Next, and the 
colours the Aloums give off is visually 
stunning. 

iTunes needed a facelift and | think 
they have done really well with this 
one. There is no need to relearn things, 
except for what is where, and once you 
can understand that, it’s great to work 
in and play around. 

Apart from backups, | hardly ever 
use iTunes anymore for my IDevices, 
but saying that, it’s nice to see that the 
section Is intuitive and minimal all in 
one go. Keep up the good work Apple, 


now please fix the Apple TV. 
Brent 
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UPDATED TOO EARLY 


In reference to the news article, ‘Apple 
releases iOS and Yosemite updates 

to fix bugs, boost performance’ 
(bit.ly/1tCxKPk), the update does not 
affect endless beach balls. Especially 
in Safari, Apple tries to fix details before 
what is important. 

OS X Yosemite is such a disaster so 
far. It was released at a stage where it 
shouldn't have passed the beta test. It’s 
quite unusual quality control for Apple 
and it was a big, big mistake to have 
chosen to upgraded. OS X Mavericks 


was a dream compared to this. 
John 


REROUTING THE WI-FI 


In regards to the online article, ‘OS X 
Yosemite update fails to solve Mac 
Wi-Fi mess’ (bit.ly/12|6cbo), | had no 
Wi-Fi problems at all with Yosemite 


initially but, when | downloaded the 
update in November, | immediately had 
the Wi-Fi drop off every 10 seconds 
or so. | would reconnect and it would 
drop off again. | read widely searching 
for a fix, tried a few network settings 
things, nothing worked. Strange thing 
though, | noticed it was affecting other 
computers in the house the same 
way — that had not even upgraded 
to Yosemite at all, which led me to a 
simple solution — reboot the router! 
Duh... and everything is fine now, on my 
MacBook Air with Yosemite 10.10.1 and 
the rest... Hope that works for others. 

| still think the update somehow 
caused the problem though and 
somehow did something to the router 
settings since these other non-Yosemite 
machines were also affected — and 
this all happened within minutes of the 


update! Strange... 
James 
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MAIL 


— Letters should be emailed to editor@macworld.com.au 
with a subject header of ‘Letter to the Editor’ or 

by post to: Macworld Australia Mailbox, 142 Dorcas Street, 
south Melbourne, Victoria, 3205. Please include your 

full name and address, including state or territory. 


= Comments on stories or Forum posts on 
www.macworld.com.au are also eligible for the prize. 


= We reserve the right to edit letters and probably will. 


== Letters of fewer than 200 words are given preference. 


™~ 


This month's prize to the Macworld Australia 
reader who has submitted what we think is 
the most interesting letter is an Apotop APT- 
DW21 Wi-Copy Wireless Smart Device, worth 
$129, from Anyware. 

The Apotop Wi-Copy allows users to 
wirelessly connect SD cards and USB flash 
drives with their smartphones and tablets, 
enabling them to transfer and store photos, 
music and documents without their laptop. 

The Apotop, which sports a 14-hour battery 
life, can also convert an internet cable into a 
Wi-Fi hotspot, letting multiple devices connect 
to the web. 

www.anyware.com.au 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS. Letter of the month 1. Instructions on how to enter form part of 
these conditions of entry. 2. To enter send tips or queries to editor@macworld.com.au with a 
subject header of “Letter to the Editor”. Entries will be judged by the editorial staff of Macworld 
Australia. The judges’ decision in relation to any aspect of the competition is final and binding 
on every person who enters. No correspondence will be entered into. Chance plays no part in 
determining the winner(s). Each entry will be individually judged based on its degree of interest. 
4. Employees, their immediate families and agencies associated with this competition are not 
permitted to enter. 5. The Promoter accepts no responsibility for late or misdirected entries. 

6. The best entry/entries as determined by the judges will win the prize(s). 7. The Promoter is 
neither responsible nor liable for any change in the value of the prize occurring between the 
publish date and the date the prize(s) is claimed. 8. The prize(s) is not transferable and will 


not be exchanged for cash. 9. The winner(s) will be notified by email. 10. All entries become 
the property of the Promoter. 11. The collection, use and disclosure of personal information 
provided in connection with this competition is governed by the Privacy Notice 

12. The Promoter is Niche Media Pty Ltd of 142 Dorcas Street, South Melbourne, Victoria 3205 
Ph 03 9948 4900, (ABN 13 064 613 529). 
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} News 


Apple launched a two-week fund-raising 
campaign to mark World AIDS Day in 
November, with the proceeds from the sale 
of 25 limited-edition apps and a portion of 
online and retail sales going to the Global 
Fund. 

The company has been a contributor to 
(Red), the charity co-founded in 2006 by 
U2 front man Bono to fight AIDS and HIV in 
Africa, since its start. 

Then-CEO Steve Jobs kicked off 
Apple's participation with a special-edition 
iPod nano in October 2006. Since then 
Apple has given US$75 million to the 
Global Fund. 

Last year’s campaign marked Apple's 
broadest collaboration with the project. 

“For eight years, our customers have 
been helping fight AIDS in Africa by 
funding life-saving treatments, which are 
having a profoundly positive impact,” said 


CEO Tim Cook in a statement. 

World AIDS Day, 1 December, Is a 
26-year-old coordinated effort to raise 
awareness of AIDS, educate people about 
HIV and commemorate those who have 
died of the disease. 

Apple donated all proceeds from 
sales through to 7 December of the 25 
(RED)-edition apps and the special in-app 
purchases within those apps, to the Global 
Fund, the world’s largest financier of anti- 
AIDS, -tuberculosis and -malaria programs. 

The iOS apps ranged from Paper 
by FiftyThree to Clear to Clash of Clans 
and Despicable Me. Those apps were 
tweaked with new (Red)-themed icons, and 
most offered specially-designed in-app 
purchases for existing users. 

Additionally, an undisclosed portion 
of all sales through Apple’s online stores 
and its chain of retail outlets on Black 
Friday, 28 November, and Cyber Monday, 1 
December, were given to the Global Fund. 

Those days are among the largest retail 
sales days on the technology calendar. 


A federal judge in New York gave final 


approval in November to a settlement in 
which Apple will pay US$450 million for its 
role in a conspiracy to fix prices for ebooks. 

Judge Denise Cote of the US District 
Court in Manhattan called the settlement 
“fair and reasonable”. It requires Apple 
to pay US$400 million to consumers who 
bought certain books between 2010 and 
2012, as well as US$50 million in 
attorneys’ fees. 

Although the settlement is final, Apple 
only has to pay that amount if It loses its 
appeal of a 2013 price-fixing ruling. If the 
appeal is successful, Apple will pay only 
US$50 million to ebook purchasers and 
US$20 million to attorneys. 

Lawyers for the ebook buyers have said 
they “strongly believe” that Apple's appeal 
won't be successful. 

The iPhone maker was found guilty 
in 2013 of conspiring with five big 
publishers to inflate prices for electronically 
downloaded books. The publishers — 
Hachette, HarperCollins, Macmillan, 
Penguin and Simon & Schuster — had 
already settled the charges against them 
for US$166 million. 

If Apple’s appeal is unsuccessful, there 
will be US$566 million in total to divide 
among the affected consumers. They 
include millions of people who bought 
certain books from the five publishers 
between April 2010 and May 2012. 


APPLE STRIKES APP 
STORE DEAL WITH 
UNIONPAY, CHINA'S 
MASSIVE BANK CARD 
PROVIDER 


Millions of Chinese are now be able to 
buy from Apple’s App Store through the 
country’s major domestic banking card 
provider, in a deal that could help the 
company squeeze even more revenue 
from one of its biggest markets. 

China Is already Apple’s second largest 
market for app downloads. But before 
November, Chinese customers wanting to 
buy paid apps had to use an international 
credit card service such as Visa, or go 
through several steps to transfer funds 
from a local bank account. 

Apple's App Store now accepts 
China's UnionPay as a payment option for 
customers in the country. Chinese users 
can now link their Apple ID with a UnionPay 
debit or credit card to make ‘one-tap’ 
purchases on the app platform. 

The Chinese payment provider has 
released over 4.5 billion UnionPay cards 
across the world, according to Apple. 

“The ability to buy apps and make 
purchases using UnionPay cards has been 
one of the most requested features from 
our customers in China,” said Apple senior 
vice president Eddy Cue in a statement. 

Apple expects that China will eventually 
overtake the US as its number one market, 
and so the company has been building 
new stores in the country and striking up 
partnerships with local players. 

Even though China may be Apple’s 
second biggest market for app downloads, 


the country still lags behind second place 
Japan in terms of App Store revenue 


brought in, according to analytics firm App 
Annie. The US, meanwhile, remains the 
biggest market. 

In China, sales from Apple’s app store 
are “still on a strong upward trajectory,” 
App Annie said in a July report, adding that 
revenue jumped 20 percent from the first 
quarter to the second quarter. Much of that 
growth came from Apple making a deal to 
finally sell iPhones through the country’s 
largest carrier, China Mobile, early in 2014. 


TABLET FEVER CALMS 
DOWN AS iPAD 
SHIPMENTS DECLINE 


It's time to kiss the tablet boom goodbye, 
as shipments of the once-dominant Apple 
iPad decline amid a worldwide slowdown 
for the devices. 
Shipments of all tablets worldwide 
will increase by just 7.2 percent in 2014, 
compared to 52.5 percent in 2013, according 
to a projection from research firm IDC. Tablet 
shipments in 2014 will total 235.7 million. 
The numbers reflect widespread 
reliance on PCs and smartphones 
for computing and communicating. 
Buying trends show that consumers 
and businesses still look to run full- 
fledged applications on PCs, which have 
experienced a jump in sales recently. 
Otherwise, users are hanging on to 
tablets longer than expected, which is 
one reason for the slowdown in tablet 
shipments, IDC said. Tablet refreshes were 
expected every two to three years, but 
owners are holding on to devices for three 
years and longer, IDC said. New software 


NEWS 


can run on old devices, and there is no 


compelling reason for tablet owners to 
upgrade, IDC said. 

IDC’s numbers include hybrid devices 
that are mainly tablets, but can also be 
laptops when needed with keyboard 
attachments. The increase of shipments of 
such devices, which mostly run Windows 
8, was just four percent. 

IDC is projecting shipments of Apple’s 
iPad to be 64.7 million units in 2014, a 
decline of 12.7 percent compared to 
2013. Apple has reported declines in iPad 
shipments in recent quarters, but iPhone 
and Mac shipments increased in the most 
recent, October fiscal quarter. 

As expected, Apple CEO Tim Cook has 
expressed hope that iPad shipments will 
return to growth. Apple could get a major 
boost through an enterprise partnership 
with IBM to deliver mobile devices with 
customised cloud, management and 
analytics software. 

Android and Windows device shipments, 
however, are increasing at the expense of 
iPads. Shipment of tablets with Android will 
reach 159.5 million units in 2014, growing 
by 16 percent. Samsung, Lenovo, Asus, 
Amazon and others sell Android tablets. 

The shipment of Windows tablets and 
hybrids totalled 10.9 million, growing by 
67.3 percent. Microsoft's Surface Pro 3 is 
the most well-known Windows tablet. 

IDC is projecting tablet shipments to 
continue slowing down into 2018, when 
yearly growth will be just 5.4 percent. 

But the research firm also noted that 
Windows 10, Google's operating systems 
and Apple's product expansion were 
‘unknowns’ that could impact tablet 
shipment numbers. 
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ISNAP 


Snow In 
Arrowtown 


This month's winner comes 
from across the Tasman Sea, 


where the snowfalls are plentiful. 


The snow-lined main street in Arrowtown, 
New Zealand takes centre stage this 
month, with this beautiful picture from 
Henry Crawford. 

“Arrowtown Is an old gold mining 
town, pretty faithfully preserved,” Henry 
says. “The shops still have verandahs! It 
is situated on the Arrow River, which was 
one of the richest gold rivers in the world. 
The town is a tourist hub now and is 18 
minutes’ drive from Queenstown.” 

A local resident of Arrowtown, Henry 
says he was heading to the shops when he 
took the shot. 

“We live in Buckingham Street, 
Arrowtown, just near a section of old 
miners’ cottages, which have been 
restored by the Council (thankfully). Locals 
get very excited when the first snow of the 
year arrives. 

“| took this as | walked (slid, really) to 
the shops. It was taken in winter 2013, but 
seems appropriate to use as a Christmas 


in iSnap we’re on the lookout for some of the best photographs being taken with iOS devices. Submit 
your favourites to macworld@macworld.com.au for your chance to be featured in the online iSnap gallery 
(www.macworld.com.au/isnap). Each month’s winner will win a prize and appear on this page! 


This month’s prize is a Flex ($39.99) and a Shutter Remote ($54.99) from iStabilizer. The iStabilizer Flex 
features flexible legs with wrapping capability allowing you to secure your Flex to virtually any surface. 
Capture incredible images without the shakes typically associated with hand-held photography. 


The Shutter Remote offers control over your device via Bluetooth. The remote allows users to capture 
photos, change music tracks and volume, play and pause movies on an iOS device or Mac, activate Siri 
www.istabilizer.com 


and initiate navigation. _ 


card, | thought. | was lucky that there were 
few cars except one classic car belonging 
to a local art gallery.” 

Henry sees the portability of 
smartphones as a clear advantage over 
current cameras, and looks forward to the 
possibilities of high-quality smartphone 
cameras in the future. 

“| usually have my phone in my pocket 
and can grab a nice shot if | see great 
light... | think the first mobile manufacturer 
who really seriously deals with high-quality 
in-phone images, will scoop the market.” 

Henry, who moved to the area from the 
US 18 months ago, has a few favourite 
applications when it comes to editing his 
photos. 

“| have just started to use Lightroom 
and Photomatix, inspired by Trey Ratcliff. 
Trey is a genius in my opinion. I’m not 
alone, as he has in excess of 13 million 
followers on social media. His website 
(www.stuckincustoms.com) receives around 


150 million page hits a day... He is an 
inspiration to many aspiring photographers, 
as well as experienced ones.” 

Henry also has some advice for fellow 
photographers. 

“| worked as a TV drama producer for 
many years and had the opportunity to 
see many images in a screening room. 
| used a director of photography called 
Russell Boyd on my Emmy-winning 
miniseries, A Town Like Alice. When | asked 
him if he saw composition in frames, he 
said, ‘No, | only see light.’ Pretty good 
advice, | think. It’s all about being aware 
of your Surroundings and snapping with 
almost anything if you want to capture 
the moment. | have been really quite 
astounded at what great images | have 
pulled from my iPhone 5. 

“There is quite a famous photographer 
quote I'd like to leave you with. When 
asked if he had a favourite picture, he said, 
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‘The one | take tomorrow’. 
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OWC Mercury Elite Pro Dual 
Dual Bay Thunderbolt + USB 3.0 Drive 
The perfect solution for any backup, audio/video, 
photography, or data management needs. 


Up to 12.0TB from $249.00 
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OWC Thunderbolt 2 Dock 


Expand Your Connectivity 
Features: (5) USB 3.0 ports, (2) Thunderbolt 2 ports, 
(1) FireWire 800 port, (1) HDMI port, (1) Gigabit 


Ethernet port, (1) audio jack, and (1) headphone jack. 


from $249.00 
Supports 4K resolutions 


OWC Memory = Faster Mac 


Lifetime Advanced Replacement 


Certified to meet/exceed manufacturer specifications 
Rigorously in-house tested to ensure superior quality 


Free online step-by-step installation videos 


Up to 128GB from $29.99 


OWC Helios and Helios 2 
Thunderbolt 2 Expansion Chassis 


Utilize up to two PCle cards. Perfect for A/V 
editing, networking, storage, and more. 


from $299.00 


OWC ThunderBay 4 
Thunderbolt 2 Drive with 4-bays 


Utilize each of the four internal drives independently, 


or select the software RAID of your choice. 
Up to 24.0TB from $449.00 


OWC ThunderBay 4 mini 


Dual Thunderbolt 2 Ports 

Mini in size, but not in performance. It’s the perfect 
size to utilize four 2.5" SSDs or hard drives, while 
providing performance up to 1336MB/s. 


Up to 8.0TB from $379.00 
RAID 5 Edition also available 


OWC Hard Drive Upgrade Kits for iMac 


Add up to 6.0TB in 2009-current iMac models 
Thermal monitor lets you upgrade without hacks 
or software. Fully Apple diagnostic compatible. 
Custom SMC reporting. 


from $45.00 


De 


ike a lot of us, | miss the classic, 
rainbow Apple logo — the real 
Apple logo. 
Actually, what | miss even more than 
the abstract idea of the rainbow 
Apple logo are the little badges 
that used to be affixed onto Apple 
hardware, stuck into a perfect, slight 
recess in the plastic. 
There was something intensely 
pleasing, wasn't there, about how 
it was glossy and smooth, nestled 
in that sea of roughly textured black 
plastic — a wave-polished pebble on a 
sandy beach’? Of course, for most of 
its life, following Its introduction on the 
Apple Il in 1977, it adorned not black 
computers but beige, such as the 
Macintosh Classic ll. 
| don't think I've ever quite got over 
the childlike excitement | get from 
seeing that logo, that badge, on a 
computer. It Soeaks to me of delight and 
quality and, frankly, a kind of exclusivity 
and unattainability; we had Amstrad 
PCWs at home in Scotland when | was 
a kid because there was no way we 
could afford a Mac. This is a big part of 
the reason | have a terrible weakness 
for buying vintage Apple stuff on eBay 
now — it's because for a few bucks | can 
actually own the things that | yearned 
impotently for when | was a youngster. 
Apple's first CEO Michael Scott 
called it “the most expensive bloody 
logo ever designed”, partly because 
colour reproduction used to be vastly 
more expensive than black and 
white 30-some years ago. From the 
very beginning, though, its designer, 
Rob Janoff, presented monochrome 
and metallic versions alongside the 
rainbow one, a necessity since full- 
colour reproduction everywhere was 
impractical. So you could say that 


SEQ GUEST COLUMN... CHRISTOPHER PHIN 


ditching the coloured stripes was at least 
as much a retro move as keeping them! 

| think | love it so much to this day, 
though, because it so obviously is an 
expensive badge to add to a computer; 
it's not just something silk-screened on 
as they roll off the assembly line. 

When Apple jettisoned the rainbow 
Apple logo, the company said, “We've 
reduced some of the clutter in the 
original design [...] Instead of rainbow 
Stripes, solid colours. Instead of just 
one solid colour, a palette of logo 
colours to suit a variety of uses. Solid 
colours emphasise the timeless shape 
of the Apple logo.” 

And | guess they're right — the 
current, clean logo, which these days 
you usually see as a simple silhouette 
or lit up on a laptop lid, certainly 
doesn't seem retro like the rainbow 
one. But for me at least, It’s just not 
as exciting. There's something wildly 
satisfying and compelling about these 
old badges — the promise, always 
delivered-on, of an experience like no 
other available at the time. 


The writing was on the wall, of course. 
On the last Mac ever to sport the 
rainbow badge, the PowerBook G3, 
the lit-up logo on the back was pure 
white. In those days, the Apple logo 
was the right way up as the laptop 
faced you when you opened it, but this 
meant that when it was open, the logo 
appeared upside down. Why? Because 
Steve Jobs put the user's needs first. 
But as Ken Segall recounts in his book 
Insanely Simple, “Look around today 
and the answer is pretty obvious. Every 
laptop on earth has a logo that's right- 
side-up when the machine is opened. 
Back then, it wasn't so obvious, 
probably because laptops were not 

yet ubiquitous.” 

Mind you, those glowing logos were 
white presumably as much for dull 
practical reasons as for any strategic 
branding ones; the way they work is 
by essentially cutting a hole in the lid 
to allow the backlight that makes your 
screen glow to leak out the back, and 
making them multicoloured would have 
added complexity. 
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IQUOTE 


“THE BEST WAY | CAN 
DESCRIBE IT I$ THIS: 
UNBOXING IT I$ KIND 
OF LIKE SETTING UP 
YOUR FIRST HDTV. I 
DIDN’T WANT TO DO 
ANYTHING FOR THE 
FIRST FEW MINUTES; 

| JUST WANTED TO 
SWAP IN NEW DESKTOP 
BACKGROUNDS, EACH 
SHARPER THAN THE 
LAST, AND SEE HOW 
MANY DETAILS | COULD 
PICK OUT. EVEN THE 
FLAT NEW ICONS IN 0S X 
YOSEMITE LOOK GREAT.” 


— Engadget’s Dana Wollman. 


“IN PERSON, THAT 5120 X 2880 DISPLAY 
IS SIMPLY STUNNING, ESPECIALLY 
WHEN DISPLAYING HIGH-RES FULL- 
SCREEN PHOTOS AND VIDEO, THE 
PREVIOUS 27IN IMAC HAD A 2560 X 


“ALL OF THAT GREAT GEAR COMES IN A 
ACKAGE STARTING AT $2999, WHICH SHOULD 


PRICED THE — INTO THE STRATOSPHERE, 
BUT INSTEAD IT’S FAIRLY REASONABLE.” 


— Gizmodo’'s Luke Hopewell. 


“This screen packs in 218 pixels per inch — so tiny, so close together, 
that you can’t distinguish them at normal viewing distance. (Frankly, 

I can’t distinguish them right up close, either.) But pure quantity of 
pixels doesn’t make anyone’s life better unless they’re good pixels. 
And on this iMac they are terrific pixels. This screen looks good from 
any angle. The glass is glossy, but not nearly as reflective as in the old 
days. Text is so sharp you could cut your finger on it.” 


— Yahoo! Tech's David Pogue. 


“GIVEN THE RETINA-TASTIC LINE-UP OF APPLE 
MOBILE PRODUCTS — FROM THE iPHONE 6 TO THE 
1PAD AIR TO THE RETINA MACBOOK PRO — IT 
ALWAYS SEEMED LIKE A MATTER OF TIME UNTIL 
RETINA DISPLAYS CAME T0 THE DESKTOP. THAT 


1440 DISPLAY, MAKING THIS 2x JUMP 
ESPECIALLY IMPRESSIVE... THIS Is 
THE THIRD YEAR FOR THIS BODY 
SHAPE, AND THE DESIGN HAS MADE 
ITS WAY ALL THE WAY DOWN TO THE 
BASE 21.5IN IMAC (OR, AS WE CALL 
MT, THE IMAC AIR). STILL, IT REMAINS 
THE SHARPES FLOOKING ALL-IN-ONE 
YOU CAN BUY, AND THE AMAZING SK 
DISPLAY WILL LIKELY KEEP YOU SO 


MESMERISED YOU'LL HARDLY NOTICE 
ANYTHING ELSE ABOUT THE SYSTEM.” 


— Cnet’s Dan Ackerman. 


DAY |$ TODAY, AND THE iMAC WITH RETINA 45K 
DISPLAY IS JUST AS GOOD AS WE’D HOPED.” 


— Techradar’s Matthew Bolton. 


“AS A SIGN OF WHAT’S TO COME, THE 
RETINA iMAC IS ONE OF THE MOST 
EXCITING DESKTOP RELEASES IN A LONG 
TIME. TODAY, IT’S A SUPERB CHOICE FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHERS AND VIDEO EDITORS; 
TOMORROW, THE INEVITABLE DROP IN 
PRICE WILL MAKE THE iMAC A CLASS OF 
SYSTEM THAT WILL HAVE COMPETITORS 
SCRABBLING TO CATCH UP.” 


— Wired’s Nate Lanxon. 


“THE NEW IMACS PERFORMANCE IS 
IMIPRESSIVE BEYOND JUST ITS ABILITY 
TQ PUSH PIXELS — THOUGH THAT'S 
NOTHING TO SNEEZE AT. IN ITS BASE 
MODEL CONFIGURATION, THE iMAC 
WITH RETINA 5K DISPLAY COMES WITH 
A 11B FUSION DRIVE AS THE STANDARD 
STORAGE OPTION, WHICH OFFERS A 
LOT OF PERFORMANCE ADVANTAGES 
OVER A TRADITIONAL SPINNING DISK 
MDD ON ITS OWN, THE 8GB OF RAM 

IS ADECENT STARTING POINT, AND 
THE 3.8GRZ QUAD-CORE INTEL CORE 
Io CPU (WHICH HAS TURBO BOOST 
CAPABILITIES UP TO 3.9GHZ) AND 
AMID RADEO R9 M290 GRAPHICS 
PROCESSOR WILL GVE MOST USERS 
AMPLE MUSCLE FOR EVEN COMPUTE- 
INTENSIVE TASKS LIKE 4K VIDEO 
EDITING,” 


— Techcrunch's Darrell Etherington. 


“THE TECHNICAL ACHIEVEMENT OF THE RETINA iMAC 
Is IMMENSE. IT’S A FANTASTIC RESPONSE TO ANYONE 


QUESTIONING APPLE’S RECORD ON HARDWARE 


INNOVATION. THE FACT THAT APPLE WAS ABLE T0 GET 
THIS TYPE OF SCREEN, WITH THIS QUALITY, WORKING 
THE WAY THAT IT HAS IN AN ALL-IN-ONE MACHINE 

IS INCREDIBLE. IT’$ EVEN MORE IMPRESSIVE WHEN 
ONE REALISES THAT THE NEW SCREEN ACTUALLY USES 
LESS POWER THAN THE OLDER MODEL AND THAT IT 
WAS ABLE T0 FIT EVERYTHING INTO A HOUSING THAT 


Is INCREDIBLY, INCREDIBLY THIN.” 


— Mashable’s Christina Warren. 


IQUOQTE 


“ALL THOSE PIXELS MAKE FOR A GREAT 
LOOKING DISPLAY, BUT THEY ALSO 
MAKE FOR AN INCREDIBLY USABLE 
DISPLAY, ESPECIALLY FOR PHOTO AND 
VIDEO EDITING. YOU CAN SEE UP TO 
4K IMAGES AND FRAMES AT FULL SIZE 
AND STILL HAVE ROOM LEFT OVER 

FOR TOOLS AND PALETTES. AND ALL 

OF IT - EVERY STRING OF TEXT, EVERY 
BUTTON, EVERY PHOTO AND FRAME OF 
VIDEO - LOOKS PRETTY MUCH PERFECT. 
PART OF THAT IS THE DENSITY. PART OF 
IT IS THE QUALITY.” 


— iMore’s Rene Ritchie and Peter Cohen. 


“IT ONLY TOOK ABOUT 10 MINUTES OF USING 
APPLE'S NEW iMAC WITH RETINA DISPLAY TO 
MAKE ME WONDER HOW I'M EVER SUPPOSED 
TO GO BACK. BACK TO A WORLD WHERE 
PIXELS ARE VISIBLE ON ANY SCREEN, EVEN 
ONE THIS BIG, BACK TO ONLY HAVING 
ENOUGH SCREEN SPACE TO DO TWO THINGS 
AT A TIMe. BACK TO DROPPED FRAMES, 
SPINNING WHEELS, AND WAITING FOR FILES 
TO COPY FROM ONE PLACE TO ANOTHER.” 


— The Verge’s David Pierce. 


is great for phones and tablets that I hold 
close to my face, but I generally find that 


Retina in a laptop or desktop is a nice- 
to-have and not a need-to-have. Like the 


Retina MacBook Pros, the Retina iMac 
price as time goes on and high-resolution 


“For those with 2012 or 2013 non-Retina 
iMacs, our general recommendation 
would be to hold off on buying one of 
these. The screen is excellent, but not 
transformative — having sharper screens 
will likely get faster and come down in 
displays become the norm.” 


— Arstechnica’s Andrew Cunningham. 
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FEATURE 


here was a time when all your 

precious data resided on a physical 

disc in your hand or else tucked 
away on your hard drive. These days it’s 
more likely to reside in the ‘cloud’ - the 
trendy name for online servers hidden 
away in giant data centres. 

The shift to the cloud has freed us 
from the shackles of the physical world - 
letting you access your digital belongings 
anywhere, anytime and on any device. 
It’s also creating new business models 
and redefining the concept of ownership 
in the digital age. 

Apple has gradually embraced the 
cloud, but it certainly isn’t leading the 
way — Cupertino’s approach to new areas 
is usually to sit back and see how a new 
technology pans out before jumping in 
with a slick offering. A look around the 
internet reveals a diverse range of online 
services that paint a broad picture of 
what the cloud may look like over the 
next few years. 


STORAGE/BACKUP 
There’s no shortage of cloud storage 
services offering to look after your 
important files for a few dollars per 
month. The high-profile players are slowly 
becoming more generous and unlimited 
storage seems to be the way of the future. 
Microsoft recently offered unlimited 
OneDrive storage to Office 365 subscribers 
and you'll get the same deal with a Google 
Apps Unlimited subscription. Others will 
also dangle the carrot of unlimited online 
storage as an incentive to sign up for 
various cloud services. 
Cloud storage services are divided 
into two key categories —- sync/share and 
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backup — but they’re converging to offer 
the convenience of an all-in-one cloud 
storage solution. 

Sync and share-focused services like 
Dropbox and Google Drive are built 
around the idea of ensuring that your 
files are easily available from any device 
and can be shared with your friends and 
colleagues with a click. They provide a 
form of online backup, but it’s not their 
primary focus. Their desktop backup 
software is still rudimentary compared to 
dedicated backup-focused services, which 
grant you much greater control over 
exactly what you back up and how often 
your backups run. 

That said, backup-centric services like 
Mozy and Carbonite have been forced 
to add the ability to sync files between 
devices, in order to stave off competition 
from the likes of Dropbox, Apple, Google 
and OneDrive. 

Jungle Disk is another backup service 
that has embraced the push for sync 
features and its alternative pricing model 
may offer a glimpse into the future. Rather 
than run its own data centre, Jungle 
Disk lets its users store their files in the 
enterprise-grade Rackspace and Amazon 
S3 data centres - charging a few cents per 
month per gigabyte of storage. Depending 
on what you’re backing up and how many 
devices you need to protect, this can work 
out to be more cost-effective than some 
flat-rate storage services. 

If you’re using your online storage 
space as an archive rather than as 
emergency backup, Amazon Glacier 
becomes more attractive. It’s much cheaper 
per gigabyte than Amazon S3, but the 
trade-off is that it takes much longer to 
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Pass it on. Dropbox makes it easy to share files with others. 


recover your files. Amazon Glacier isn’t 
practical for important data you need back 
in a hurry, in order to get up and running 
quickly after a disaster. It’s more practical 
for large data sets such as your photo and 
home movie libraries, which you generally 
don’t need to get back immediately as long 
as you know they’re safe. 

The other limiting factor with online 
storage services is the cost of mobile data. 
As this continues to fall, it will become 
practical for more people to back up 
photos and even videos to the cloud from 
their mobile devices while on the road. 


OFFICE/COLLABORATION 


The convenience of browser-based Office 
suites has been winning people away 
from traditional desktop software for 
several years. The future will bring tighter 
integration between online office suites 
and storage services, along with seamless 
transitioning between desktop, mobile and 
cloud apps. 

Online storage king Dropbox recently 
signed an agreement with Microsoft to 
make it easy to edit Dropbox files via 
Microsoft’s apps. Without this, Dropbox 
is in danger of being pushed aside in the 
race between Microsoft, Google, Apple and 
business-focused Box to offer a seamless 
online workspace. Meanwhile Google 
offers a Chrome extension that opens 
cloud documents using desktop apps. 

Apple has also overhauled its cloud 
storage, but it’s Microsoft that leads the 
way in terms of tight integration and 
cross-platform support. 

Within Microsoft’s Office 365 
ecosystem you can create an Office 
file on your computer, save it in the 
OneDrive folder and automatically 
upload it to the cloud. The OneDrive 
folder integrates into the Finder and 
you can store any kind of file in there, 
knowing it will be automatically backed 
up online. 

Alternatively, you can create an Office 
file online in OneDrive, and have a full 
copy automatically downloaded to a 
folder on your computer. Changes made 
to the file in the cloud are automatically 
downloaded, and you can collaborate 
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Switch devices. Sync your documents across devices with OneDrive. 


on documents in real time. Meanwhile 
changes to the file on your desktop are 
automatically uploaded - even changes 
made using non-Microsoft software like 
OpenOffice. 

Microsoft also offers slick mobile 
Office apps for iOS, Android and Windows 
Phones. You can access any file from 
any device and there’s no need to import, 
export or convert files so the formatting 
is preserved. 

Neither Apple nor Google can 
completely match the flexibility of 
Microsoft’s OneDrive. It’s likely they never 
will because they’re more interested in 
keeping you within their own ecosystem. 
Microsoft’s strong Office 365 push is 
making the subscription service more 
attractive to Apple and Android users and 
it will be interesting to see if Apple and 
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Google concede and embrace the broader 
compatibility of Office 365. 

The cloud giants will also take on key 
players in other areas, like the popular 
Evernote online notes service. Microsoft’s 
OneNote has taken aim at Evernote this 
year, while there are plans to tightly 
integrate Google Keep into Google Drive. 
Apple’s Notes app syncs with iCloud, but is 
rather basic in comparison - it’s an area to 
keep an eye on. 

Apple is innovating in other ways, 
with new features such as Handoff, which 
lets you pick up where you left off when 
switching between devices, and Continuity, 
which blurs the line between your Mac and 
your iPhone. With the growing focus on 
seamless mobility, you can expect Apple’s 
competitors to be watching these features 
closely. 
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Apple’s option. Apple's Handoff features, built into OS X Yosemite and iOS, enable users to continue working 


from a different device. 
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PHOTOS 


It’s easy to dump all your photos into 
any online storage service, but some are 
especially targeted at photographers and 
make it easy to access your favourite 
images from any device and share them 
with the world. They’re likely to remain 
specialist services, with your average 
happy snapper either satisfied sharing their 
pics via Facebook and Instagram or else 
preferring the privacy of locking away 
their photos in closed services like iCloud 
Photo Library. 

Photo-centric cloud services like Flickr 
and Photobucket rose to meet the needs 
of photographers and still tend to lead the 
big names in cloud storage when it comes 
to advanced photo-handling features. 
Google’s Picasa photo editing software and 
tight integration with Picasa Web Albums 
is one of the best options you'll find from 
the major cloud players for maintaining a 
public photo gallery. 

Dropbox has dipped its toe in the water 
with Carousel, but the other big names in 
cloud storage have a growing focus on 
privacy and closed galleries, catering to 
the backlash against Facebook-esque over- 
sharing. 

There are two key aspects to working 
with images in the cloud. The first is 
uploading your photos and automatically 
syncing them across your various devices. 
The second is creating online galleries and 
sharing them strategically. 

Apple has the first aspect covered 
with Photo Stream, which automatically 
uploads photos from your iGadgets to 
iCloud and syncs them to your other 
iGadgets, Macs, PCs and Apple TV. This 
isn’t a true online backup service, as 
photos in My Photo Stream are only saved 
in iCloud for 30 days. 

Photos on your iGadgets can also be 
backed up to iCloud, but this is where 
Apple’s relatively expensive online 
storage can cause trouble. You only get 
5GB of free iCloud storage with an Apple 
account and if your iGadget fills this with 
photos, then it stops backing up to iCloud 
completely. Now your other files are at 
risk because iOS is not smart enough to 
prioritise documents over photos even if 
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Library card. Still in beta form, iCloud Photo Library stores all photos and videos from your devices in one 


place. 


there’s some spare room in your 
iCloud account. 

If you don’t want to pay for extra 
iCloud storage, then an alternative is to 
disable iCloud photo backups and back 
them up elsewhere. Apart from your Mac, 
you may copy them to a Network Attached 
Storage drive using apps like PhotoSync 
and FileExplorer. Alternatively, apps like 
Google Drive, Dropbox, OneDrive and 
Amazon Cloud Services are designed to 
automatically upload your Camera Roll 
to the cloud, but they don’t always run 
in the background as seamlessly as 
they should. 

When it comes to creating private 
photo galleries, Apple is still finding its 
feet with iCloud Photo Library Beta. Apple 
has only recently added the ability to 
upload photos taken with other cameras 
and stored on your computer, rather than 
just photos taken with your iGadgets. 
This year should see the release of the 
Photos for Mac app, with native support 
for iCloud Photo Library, as iPhoto and 
Aperture are discontinued. 


MUSIC 

The cloud isn’t just for storing and sharing 

your own content; it’s also for tapping into 

a world of entertainment. The on-demand 

nature of the cloud has seen the rise of all- 

you-can-eat subscription music and video 

services — which seem to be the way of the 

future even if Apple is dragging its feet. 
Subscription services are considered 

by many to be the content industry’s best 


weapon against piracy. They were a 

long time coming, but Australia has 
finally seen an explosion of subscription 
music services, which put millions of 
tracks at your fingertips for around $10 
per month. Options include Spotify, Rdio, 
Deezer, JB Hi-Fi NOW, Google Play Music 
All Access, Sony Music Unlimited and 
Xbox Music Pass. 

Along with a large music library, 
you've also got the convenience of easily 
jumping between devices and resuming 
playback. Unfortunately, the vast music 
back catalogues still have gaping holes 
due to rights deals - some artists have 
flexed their muscles to keep their music 
off subscription services — but the situation 
is Slowly improving. 

Apple is the odd one out with the lack 
of a Spotify-style subscription music 
service, likely because it makes so much 
money from selling music. iTunes Match 
only lets you stream music that you 
already own. Meanwhile iTunes Radio is 
more like Pandora than Spotify, letting you 
create genre-based stations rather than 
listen to specific albums from start to end. 

Apple has banished optical drives from 
Macs in an effort to nudge more people 
towards digital music downloads, but 
there’s life left in music CDs for a few years 
yet. As Australian broadband gradually 
becomes faster, cheaper and more reliable, 
the eventual demise of the optical 
disc maybe well come at the hands of 
subscription streaming services like Spotify 
rather than download services like iTunes. 


Foster The People 
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Streaming subscription. For a monthly fee, 
Spotify lets users stream music from an extensive 
range. 


VIDEO 

Subscription video is the next big 
frontier in Australia, with foreign giants 
like Netflix preparing to do battle with 
Quickflix, Foxtel and new players like 
Nine’s Stan. 

Just like their music equivalents, these 
subscription video services offer access 
to a vast library of movies and TV shows 
for around $10 per month. Unfortunately, 
the holes in the back catalogues are even 
more significant than the holes in the 
music libraries, partly due to rights deals 
and partly due to the delays between when 
content is first broadcast or shown in the 
cinema, when it goes on sale on disc or 
as digital download and when it is finally 
available via subscription services. 

Netflix is the main player when 
it comes to subscription video - it’s 
estimated that 200,000 Australians already 
sneak into the US service and it’s officially 
launching in Australia in March. Apple is 
holding off on a subscription video service, 
but it isn’t alone, other web giants like 
Google, Sony and Microsoft would also 
prefer to sell or rent you a movie rather 
than grant you access to a vast library for 
only a few dollars per month. 

Australia’s three major commercial 
television networks are all reportedly 
working on Netflix-style subscription 
video services. The Nine Network and 
Fairfax have already released details of 
Stan, which has secured the rights to 
Breaking Bad along with exclusive access 
to its upcoming spin-off Better Call Saul. 


Coming soon. Video streaming service Netflix is set to arrive in Australia this year. 


Local pay TV giant Foxtel is also ramping 
up its online efforts. It dropped the price 
of its Presto subscription movie service in 
2014, along with the price of home Foxtel 
subscriptions. A similar price drop may 
come to the online Foxtel Play. At the very 
least, Foxtel is likely to offer discounts 
when the next series of Game of Thrones 
screens, in order to stave off illegal 
downloads. 

Foxtel’s exclusive deal with HBO 
denies Australian fans some legitimate 
ways to watch shows like Game of 
Thrones. Last season, Australian video 
services like iTunes, Google Play and 
Quickflix weren’t permitted to sell even 
the first episode of Game of Thrones until 
Foxtel had screened the entire season. 
Google Play and Quickflix jumped in the 
next day, but Apple left Game of Thrones 
fans in the lurch for more than a month, 
because it didn’t want to be dictated to by 
content providers. It was a bad outcome 
for viewers and certainly drove more 
Australians to piracy. 

The next trend in cloud video services 
is likely to be content providers cutting out 
the middleman and going directly to the 
public. Disney and Warner have launched 
their own subscription video services 
and HBO has one planned for this year. 
Direct to the public services may sound 
like a good idea, but they run the risk of 
fragmenting the online video market and 
forcing people to subscribe to a dozen 
services to see everything that want. 


At this point many will throw their hands 
up in despair and go back to BitTorrent. 


GAMES 


Of course, there’s more to entertainment 
than movies and music. 

Games have been sold as digital 
downloads for many years -— there’s the 
Steam platform, plus most games consoles 
also have their own online marketplace. The 
rise of smartphones and tablets has also seen 
Apple, Google and Microsoft start selling 
games. But games don’t need to reside on 
your end device - it’s an old concept, but 
it’s about to take on a new dimension. 

Multiplayer games have been hosted 
in the cloud for decades. Long before 
the rise of expansive online worlds like 
World of Warcraft, it was possible to run 
first-person shooters like Counter-Strike 
and Quake online rather than on your 
computer. These days, you can rent servers 
to host everything from Call of Duty to 
Minecraft, creating public or private games 
for your friends to join. 

Most game hosting platforms charge a 
flat rate monthly subscription, but you'll 
find a handful that charge a few cents per 
hour based on the server resources you 
require. It’s even possible to spin up your 
own virtual server in Amazon Web Services, 
host a game like Minecraft and then only 
launch the server when you need it - so 
you're only paying for the processing power. 

The future of cloud gaming is rental 
models and streaming services, which 
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two key kinds of cloud gaming services - 
video streaming services and file streaming 
services. 

Sony’s PlayStation Now (formerly 
Gaikai) is a video game streaming service 
that is available in the US and may 
extend to Australia. It lets subscribers play 
PlayStation 3 games on a range of Sony 
devices including the handheld PlayStation 
Vita and new PlayStation TV set-top box. 
These devices aren’t powerful enough on 
their own to run PlayStation 3 games; 
they rely on the cloud computing power of 
PlayStation Now. 

In a similar fashion, it’s also possible 
to stream games from a PlayStation 4 to a 
Vita or PlayStation TV around your home 
— letting you pause your game and resume 
it in another room when someone else 
needs to commandeer the big television in 
the lounge room. 

Game file streaming services work in 
a different way. They actually download 
the game to the end device, but send it in 
pieces rather than as one large file. Enough 
code is sent to get you started playing, 
then the rest of the game is downloaded in 
the background - letting you get up and 
running quickly even if you’re on a slow 
internet connection. 

In the long-term, it’s likely that cloud- 
based games will head in the same direction 
as movies and music, based on rentals and 
subscription services rather that outright 
purchases, although it’s still early days. 


COMPUTING COMES 

FULL CIRCLE 

The early days of computing were 

based around the idea of a powerful 
central mainframe, doing all the thinking 
for dumb terminals that were little more 
than a monitor and keyboard. This all 
changed with the rise of the personal 
computer, putting processing power on 
every desk, but the push to the cloud is 
recentralising that power and taking care 
of the heavy lifting for our multitude of 
end devices. The result gives us the world 
on-demand - anywhere, at anytime and 
on any device. & 
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| GRAPHICS & DESIGN 
_ Extensis 
~ US$119.95; US$59.95 (UPGRADE) 


Suitcase Fusion 6 lets users organise their entire font collection, making it easy to find and preview fonts 
and create uniform designs across applications. In addition to creating font sets for projects, clients or 
any other organisational use, Suitcase Fusion lets you create Application Sets that open a group of fonts 
when a specific application launches. The Extensis font panel, which is automatically added to Adobe Photoshop, 
InDesign and Illustrator, allows you to explore and apply any of the fonts that Suitcase knows about, including your 
desktop fonts, Adobe’s Typekit fonts, Google’s free fonts and Extensis’s own WebINK web fonts. The font management 
software’s interface looks and feels similar to OS X Yosemite, with flatter-looking controls and fewer colour gradients or 


EXTENSIS SUITCASE FUSION 6 


textures. It also provides full resolution on Apple’s new Retina displays. Available via www.extensis.com. 


PRODUCTIVITY 

_ Embraceware Software 

~ $12.99 

Billed as “the ultimate music 
larm clock and sleep timer,” 
Embraceware’s Awaken helps 
you fall asleep — and wake 

up —to the sound of your 
favourite Tunes music. The 
app supports multiple alarms 
~ and timers, can be controlled 


\ - PINGBAR 

| PRODUCTIVITY 
- Maximilian Heim 
~ $1.29 
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-—lfyou occasionally feel like 


lottery than using technology, 

-Pingbar can help you figure 

out if anything is wrong with 

_ the internet. The app allows — 

you to periodically verify that 

a specific website is reachable, and sess you when it can no longer 
connect to it and when a connection is once again available. 


connecting your Mac to a Wi-Fi 
_ network is more like playing the © 
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_ infinite canvas space, implements 
_ atealistic stroke representation 


feel, and even supports a variety of 
colours. Users can save six brush Vé lf 
undo and redo and export designs | in JPEG, PNG or PSD formats. 


| SMARTPLAYER | 
VIDEO 

_ Alexander James 
$6.49 : 
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SmartPlayer offers a 
few unique tools for 


distracted | from thelr 
busy day. The app 
can play a video on the 


S| aver window that sits on mae of Jol other content. 


| that g gives drawings an organic _ 


nts for quick access, infinitely 
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| MONOSNAP 
| GRAPHICS & DESIGN 
Farminers— | 
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If you'r re working o ona 
presentation — OF just 
_ trying to explain to your 
felatives how to set up the 


“agh Studio’ cine . 
‘Sensory Overload will keep 

- you entertained during your 

— downtime with a ee 

but highly entertaining — 

game in which your own 
- objective is to avoid ang / . 
ae the void of space, 


ADOBE PREMIERE ELEMENTS 13 


VIDEO 
Adobe 


Premiere Elements 13 delivers a one-two punch for videomakers looking for ever faster ways 
to spice up home movies with Favorite Moments and Video Story. Perfectly suited to the kind 
of overly long clips we all tend to shoot while on vacation or family events, Favorite Moments 
allows you to play a single clip while marking only the moments actually worth using. Video Story makes it easy to encapsulate life events 
into polished movies, complete with titles and music to suit the most common occasions. After selecting photos or videos to import, PE13 
presents a storyboard broken into different chapters, and you drag and drop to add your content. Premiere Elements 13 then takes over, 
selecting the best parts of each clip, and then adding transitions and music to suit the desired mood. Available via www.adobe.com/au. 
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FIVE WAYS 
TOREQOGE 
YOUR PAPER 
WORKLOAD 


BY ANTHONY CARUANA 


t’s a fair bet that somewhere in your 
office there are boxes or folders 
of documents that you keep either 
because of some regulatory requirement or 
‘just in case’. Those bits of paper take up 
valuable storage space and represent a risk 
to your business. 
If they’re lost, you may find it hard 
to comply with a direction from the tax 
office or some other authority to produce 
information. Or, if the worst happens and 
there’s a fire in the office, you’re storing 
lots of fuel. 
So, how can we reduce the amount of 
paper you store and deal with? 


1. PREVIEW 

The Preview application has been part 
of OS X since the days of NeXTSTEP - 
the operating system that the Mac OS X 
evolved from. 


While you probably use it for viewing 
PDFs and other files, you may not be 
familiar with its editing capabilities. 

If you receive a document, you can 
annotate and edit it using Preview’s 
tools. There’s even a tool for adding your 
electronic signature. 

What that means is that when you 
receive an electronic document, you can 
sign and date it, save it and email it off 
without having to print anything. That 
saves you paper, ink, time and storage 
space in the office. 


2. HELLO 

There are dozens of business card 
scanners out there, but Hello has become 
our favourite. 

Hello is part of the Evernote family 
of programs. It’s an iPhone app that 
takes photos of business cards, 
recognises the text within them and 
then adds the contact record to your 
address book. 

It even searches for the contact on 
LinkedIn and lets you connect as well as 
emailing your contact details to your new 
acquaintance. 

All the cards and data is stored within 
Evernote so you can access the cards from 
that application as well. 


@evernore 


Alex Lee 
Seneral Manager 


ROS Wank Shrest 
Rusluesash Coty 
California MOG, USA 


ue EL SEAE EIS 4987 

® avemnoto alesien 

¥ @alesetice 

m sclucdbeyeryoe Cush 


General Manager 


Evernote 


+16501234567 


aclee@evernoate.com 


@alexentee 


3 
SEE EU a ee ener nnn nen eee acces ee banana en ane naan ee a ae 


TEE EEE TET TTT TTT 


Say hi. Evernote’s Hello adds the contact record 
to your address book with a quick picture. 


3. SCANSNAP 


ScanSnap is both a software and hardware 
solution. Fujitsu’s ScanSnap scanners 

have developed an excellent reputation. 
They can scan double sided documents 

in seconds, sending the content either to 
your file system, email or into Evernote for 
storage. 

We've been using a ScanSnap scanner 
for some time now. Scanning and saving 
documents takes but a few seconds and, as 
we have an Evernote Premium account, all 
the scanned files undergo automatic text 
recognition so that they can be full text 
searched. 

The end result - we haven’t stored a 
single scrap of paper for months. 


4, EMAIL AND PDFS 


In theory, the advent of email should have 
resulted in a reduction in the amount of 
paper we use. But that’s not been the case. 

If you want to reduce the amount of 
paper flowing through your office, start by 
reducing the amount you produce. When 
you create a document or spreadsheet that 
will be shared, use the Print command and 
choose the ‘Email PDF’ option. 

That will ensure that the file you send 
will retain its layout and integrity. 


9. EQUIP YOUR TEAM 


If you want to reduce the amount of paper 
being used in the office, equip your team 

with large screens that make it easy to read 
and edit documents on screen so there’s no 


need to print. Also, educate your teams in 
the use of the reviewing tools that are part 
of all commercial office applications these 
days and acquaint yourself with cloud- 
based collaboration systems such as Office 
365, Google Docs and iCloud so that teams 
can work on files collaboratively without 
the need for lots of paper copies. 

It’s not that hard to reduce your 
dependence on paper. With a little 
planning and small investment, you 
can make the shift to paperless without 
compromising productivity. 


DATA SECURITY 
Pe eel Shy, 
TRINGS YOU 

NEED TO KNOW 


BY ANTHONY CARUANA 


Over the last couple of years, the IT 
security landscape has changed in some 
very significant ways. Criminal gangs 
and nation states are now responsible for 
many security breaches and the resources 
available to malware architects are very 
sophisticated and easy to use. Before 2012, 
there were no mega-data breaches, where 
more than 20 million data records were 
stolen at one time. Today, such thefts are 
commonplace. 

So, what can your business do about it? 


1. PASSWORDS 

Strong passwords is an important first line 
of defence in your data security. Make sure 
that your passwords aren’t easily guessed 
- don’t use words from the dictionary or 
anything that can be easily guessed. Mix 
up the use of numbers, upper and lower 
case letters and symbols so that your 
password isn’t easily predicted. 

Recent versions of OS X will create 
characters made up of random characters 
and store them for you in the iCloud 
Keychain so that you can securely share 
them across your devices. 

This will ensure that your passwords 
are hard to guess and that you have a 
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different password for each different 
service you access. That means that if one 
service is breached and your password is 
compromised you don’t run the risk of the 
same password being used to access all 
your other online services. 


2. IWO-FACTOR 
AUTHENTICATION 

Many banks and other institutions that are 
concerned with security now use two- 
factor authentication. This is where you 
need to provide the system with two pieces 
of information in order to gain access. The 
password works through something you 
know and something you have. 

For example, Apple offers two-factor 
authentication of iCloud. Once you go 
through the validation process, access to 
iCloud is locked to devices where the user 
has the password and the actual device is 
authorised. 

If you decide to access iCloud from 
another device, you'll need to authorise 
that device via a PIN that is sent to your 
mobile phone or another device you 
authorised previously. 


3. THINK ABOUT ABOUT WHERE 
YOU STORE DATA 
Cloud storage services are very popular 
but we’d suggest that when you consider 
a cloud service you substitute the word 
‘cloud’ with ‘someone else’s computer’. 

If you plan to use online services to 
store your data, do some research and 
look into where the data is actually stored, 
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what guarantees are given with regards 
to security and backups and how you can 
take your own backups of data stored 
there. 

With local storage such as USB drives 
and network attached drives, while it’s 
tempting to buy the cheapest drives on the 
market, it’s important to do your research. 
Look into reliability reports — there’s little 
point saving $20 on a hard drive if it fails 
after a year, taking your precious data 
with it. 

Also, be careful with portable storage 
devices. The Australian Army was 
embarrassed some years ago when a 
USB stick with sensitive information was 
accidentally left at an airport lounge. 


4, BACKUPS 

The only time people get serious about 
backups is after they’ve suffered a disaster. 
Securing your data means taking regular 
backups, storing those backups away 

from the office and regularly testing your 
backups to ensure that the data they hold 
can be easily retrieved. 


5. LIMIT ACCESS 

The best way to stop data from getting 
in the wrong hands is to protect it from 
the outset. As your business grows and 
you add staff, it will become increasingly 
important to plan your systems so access 
to data is limited only to those that need 
it. This ensures that only the correctly 
trained and authorised personnel can see 
and change data. 
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Oe) YOUR 
WEBSITE MULTI- 
OCREEN READY 


BY ANTHONY CARUANA 


Back in the old days, when you created 
your company’s website you only had to 
really worry about making it work on a 
desktop or laptop computer. In most cases, 
the biggest decision was how wide to make 
the page in order to accommodate the 
limited screen resolutions of the time. 

Today, your website needs to be multi- 
device ready. Think about it. Don’t you 
get frustrated when you visit a website 
only to find it’s completely dependent on 
Flash so you can’t read it on your iPhone 
or iPad? Or, when you go to the site, it’s 
all designed for a desktop browser, so it’s 
impossible to read or the menu options are 
hard to find and tap? 

Your potential customers will be 
coming to your website using a multitude 
of different devices. They may have a 
laptop for work, a desktop at home, a 
tablet for when they’re sitting on the couch 
and a smartphone when they’re travelling. 
That presents website developers with a 
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challenge - how do you make a website 
that looks great and is functional on every 
different device? 

The good news is that it’s relatively 
easy to direct customers to different 
versions of your website based on 
the device they are using. That way 
they get the best possible experience 
whether they’re on a computer, tablet or 
smartphone. 

What you need to realise is that your 
website’s content is completely separate 
from the look and feel. On modern 
websites the content is separated from 
how it’s presented. All of your page 
content, images and blog posts are stored 
in a database. When someone visits your 
website, the content they want is pulled 
out of the database and fed into a template 
that defines the appearance. 

That means you can customise how the 
data is presented on different sized screens. 
You may choose to offer different functions 
for customers on different devices. 

When a web browser visits your site, 
it actually tells the site what web browser 
you're using and, potentially, what device 
you are using. Web developers can use 
that information to dynamically tailor 
the appearance of your website to suit 
the device. 
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This doesn’t always need a software 
developer. For example, you could build 
an attractive and functional website 

using open source applications such as 
WordPress (wordpress.org), and something 
like TomatoCart (www.tomatocart.com) for 
your shopping cart solution. Each of these 
offers the ability to tailor the look and feel 
depending on the device that is used to 
access your site. 

With WordPress, you can use a plug-in 
that will detect what browser your visitor 
is using and then reformat the page so 
your content is displayed appropriately. 

You may even choose to only 
show certain content when users come 
to your site with particular devices. For 
example, you may choose to not show 
high-resolution videos or images to 
mobile users. 

Our advice is to think like your 
customers. Are they likely to be using 
the same computers, mobile devices and 
browsers as you? Once you've developed 
the multi-screen version of your website, 
test it thoroughly. If you don’t have access 
to lots of different devices, ask some 
friends and family to visit the test site 
before making it live so that you get lots 
of feedback from people using different 
devices. 
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VIDEO-CONFERENCING 
AND THE PATH 

TO UNIFIED 
COMMUNICATIONS 


AND COLLABORATION 


BY ANTHONY CARUANA 


Between Skype, FaceTime and lots of 
other video-conferencing tools, you’d 
think we’d be living like The Jetsons or : 
the crew of the Enterprise, quickly starting . C) 

a video call whenever we wanted to chat oo 
with someone. And while it’s true that the 
hardware, software and bandwidth are all 
there, video-conferencing is still seen as a 
second or third choice, behind the phone 


or face-to-face meetings when it comes to 


business communications. 


at our data recovery ‘super lab’ in North Sydney, NSW. 


@ Damaged Apple iPhones. 
LEARN HOW gj Damaged hard disk drives. 


WE RECOVER VY} Damaged SSD. 
DATA FROM: @ Lost or deleted data on 


hard disk drives and iPhones. 


MW We will teach you how to fix a 
‘clicking hard drive’. 


For Employees of Anole or Apr 


WHEN IS THE WM) Every month on the Ist Monday 
TRAINING? of the month. Custom, private 
. training in groups is available. 


Provided by Australia’s biggest, oldest 
Bee ele S lab in North Sydney with our cl 100 clean room 

re ee our super lab in Nor ydney with our class- 
eee teed specialising PAVAVT = : and training room dedicated to training worldwide law enforcement 
hina shebraail ie A a and government agencies computer forensic teams. Come along 
from Apple devices. for a free tour. Apple employee ID required to gain access. 


TO REGISTER: EMe 1ining@payam.com.z hone 2) 995722 See: WWW.payam.com.au 


BUSINESS 


Communication isn’t just about the words 
we use. Our gestures and how we move 
our body when we talk, speak volumes. 
There are sciences such as neurolinguistics 
that analyse and quantify the importance 
of our entire physiology in how we 
communicate and react. 

When we make a phone call, the person 
on the other end of the line doesn’t just 
respond based on our words. They hear our 
tone, recognise sarcasm and pick up many 
unspoken elements of our communication. 

Video conferencing takes that a step 
further. In addition to the audio, people 
see each other. So, while on a phone call 
you can sit back and relax, perhaps even 
multi-task and check a few emails on 
your laptop or tablet while on the phone, 
video-conferencing directs both parties 
to be more attentive. It creates a far more 
personal and rich connection between 
parties in conversation. 

If you’re a frequent traveller, the ability 
to make a video call is a great way to keep 
in touch with the office and family. One of 
the things I do when I’m travelling is use 
my smartphone or tablet to take my family 
on a tour of my hotel room and the nearby 
facilities. Although it’s not the same as 
being there, they can get a feel for where 
I am. I can also look at my children’s 
homework and continue to participate in 
their life in an, albeit, limited way. 

In business, we’ve all become dependent 
on the phone and email. Those media are 
critical but they do have limitations. With 
email, many of the nuances we have in 
conversation are missed. For example, it’s 
not easy to convey sarcasm or humour 
over email. Similarly, with telephones we 
can’t convey facial expressions. 

Video-conferencing overcomes these 
challenges. All the people on the call - 
most video-conferencing systems allow 
you to have several parties on the line 
at the same time - can see each other. If 
you're a manager, it also helps to know 
who is actually paying attention during 
remotely conducted team meetings. 


FileMaker. 


An Apple Subsidiary 


BEYOND VIDEO 
Once you get your staff engaged with 
video-conferencing, you can move on to 
the next stage - unified communications 
and collaboration. This is where people 
can see each other, talk to each other and 
collaborate using desktop sharing apps, 
instant messaging and other tools. 

Think of it like this. You are part of 
a team of people working on a report. 
There’s a document and spreadsheet you’re 
all working with as well as a presentation 
to create that supports the report. With the 


right tools, the team members can work 
together on the files, see each other so 
they can discuss the work and bring 

in other experts, when they’re needed, 
using instant messaging or some sort 
of telepresence tool that tells them who 
is available. 

That sort of collaborative environment 
doesn’t need everyone to hop on a plane. 
By having a solid toolkit that includes 
video, audio, collaboration and other tools, 
it’s possible to save on travel costs and 
bring remote teams together. & 


PROUDLY SUPPORTING MAC IN BUSINESS 


The home for business-minded Apple users 
on macworld.com.au 


While many Mac, iPhone and iPad owners use their devices for purely 
personal pursuits, there are those who document, record and share as part of 
the their day to day work. What are the most efficient and effective hardware 
and software options for your needs? How can you start using it immediately 
to drive sales, connect with colleagues, create powerful presentations, 
reduce communication charges? 


We examine the latest technology for enterprise users to help you 
make the best use of your time and resources for your business. 


Jonathan Stewart - Editor of Macworld Australia 
We started this section as we appreciate that technology 
is a critical foundation for the success of your business. 


APPLICATIONS 


PIXELMATOR 
PHOTO & VIDEO 


 Pixelmator Team 
iPAD $6.49 


From cropping and straightening to colour correcting, retouching and painting; from 
creating selections to combining imagery; from blending layers to adding slick effects, shapes, 
layer styles and highly customisable text, Pixelmator for iPad truly does it all... 
The whole program is layer-based (think stackable transparencies) So you can resize, reposition, 
retouch, paint or add an effect to something on one layer without affecting the content of other 


fora mere $6.49. 


layers. This makes for an extremely forgiving editing environment that gives you truly creative 
compositing and photo painting or tracing opportunities. All files can be saved to iCloud Drive or your Photo Library and can easily be 
read using Pixelmator 3.3 for the Mac. You'd be hard pressed to find a more powerful iPad image-editing app than Pixelmator for iPad. 


MNIFOCUS 2 v4 FOR iPAD 
pODNCTATY 
The Omni rou 
a S/ a 
— in you ‘need more power or 
~ sub-tasks, contexts and weekly 


provides, you cant go wrong with 
_OmniFocus. Despite being much 


investment in learning to use it. But 


if your life is sufficient! 
best use OmniFocus will be time well lise 


House of Fire 
IPHONE & iPAD FREE 
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_ ihe Sient Age ‘ : 
two-part, point-and-_ 
tap adventure game 


different eras — your 


to the post-apocalyptic 2012. Each episode is anited into five ¢ chapters, 
and the writers do a great jot 


throughout the entire storyline, ee is a $6.49 in-app Ta 


“reviews than your typical to-do list 


simpler to use, it still takes a certain 


y complex, the time you spend ee out how to 


that takes place in two 


te Spm) 


eeping you interested and on your toes. - 


Retry | is a madder ng retro- styled 
- side-scroller from juggernaut mobile 
developer Rovio. Though the art is 
rendered in eight-bit retro graphics, 
ae plea) is much more 
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Ruby Path 
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all this education, however. 
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‘wardrobe shots, Cloth centralises your photos : 
one spot and let you tag outfits by occasion. In 
_ its latest incarnation, Cloth is focusing on social. 
You can comb through stylish people's photos - 
a ue the world, Heng by coat item, 


TAO OO 


ENT VALLEY: FORGOTTEN SHORES 


UsTwo 
iPHONE & iPAD $4.99 (PLUS $2.49 IN-APP PURCHASE) 


Monument Valley, the visually stunning perception puzzle that has players work their way through 
an MC Escher-inspired landscape, is easily one of the best mobile games of 2014 — perhaps ever. 
Forgotten Shores costs $2.49 and offers eight additional complex levels to explore, with Ida, the 
‘Silent princess,’ as your main character. It’s clearly designed to appeal to Monument Valley 
veterans; familiar game mechanics remain, but new mechanics are introduced and puzzles require 
more brainpower to solve. If you've played Monument Valley, you have to play Forgotten Shores. 
The additional levels are multi-parted and have more complicated puzzles than you saw in the first 
game, and the entire expansion will give you around two hours’ worth of casual playtime. 


Ey PRODUCTS 


Belkin QODE slim 
Style Keyooara 

\ £ ; ‘ 
Case for iPad Air 2 
The QODE Slim Style comes with a built-in 
wireless Bluetooth keyboard for all your 
typing needs. Thin and lightweight, the 
case features a magnetic closure, doubles 
as a viewing and typing stand in landscape 
orientation and provides easy access to 
the Lightning port and camera. According 
to the manufacturer, a single charge of the 


keyboard’s battery will last for about six 
months' worth of use. 


Belkin / $129.95 / www.belkin.com/au 


Sena Heritage 


UltraSlim 


The Heritage UltraSlim is a hand-crafted full-grain 
leather pouch that offers lightweight protection 

for your iPhone 5/5s/6 while you're on the go. 

The pouch features a printed microsuede lining to 
prevent scratches or damage to your screen, comes 
in cognac, denim, black or sage, and is designed to 
acquire a unique look as the leather naturally ages. 


Sena 
US$39.95 + shipping 
WWW.senacases.com 
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_ogitech Keys-lo-Go 


The Logitech Keys-lo-Go Bluetooth keyboard is 


somewhat reminiscent of the keyboard that accompanies 


every Microsoft Surface tablet — it’s lightweight, slender 
and covered with FabricSkin, a spill-resistant material 
that’s easily cleaned. Weighing 180g and measuring 
13.7 x 24.2 x 0.6cm, the keyboard comes in black, red 
and teal and is powered by a rechargeable three-month 
battery with a battery check indicator light. 


Logitech 
$79.95 
www.logitech.com/en-au 


Powerskin PoP 'n 2 


The PowerSkin PoP’n 2 claims to be the first external 
battery designed for the iPhone 6 and iPhone 6 Plus. 
lt suctions onto the back of the phone to help the 
devices work in tandem, then detaches for later use. 
The battery pack has a 4000 mAh capacity, weighs 
118g and measures 11.4 x 9.8 x 1cm. 


PowerSkin 
US$79.99 + shipping 
WwW. foWer-skin.com 


The Kenu Stance is a portable tripod that plugs 
directly into the Lightning port of later-model 
iPhones, and the base can extend to display it in 
portrait mode or collapse to become a lean-to for 
landscape viewing. It includes a cable adapter to 
keep things tidy while charging — and if nothing else 
the Stance makes a handy bottle opener. 


Kenu 
US$29.95 + shipping 
WWW KenL. corm 


Giitin Technology 
Cinemaseat for iPad 


Kenu stance Air and |Pad Air 2 | 


The CinemaSeat turns your tablet into a veritable 
in-car entertainment system. The case features an 
adjustable strap that allows you to secure it around 
your headrest, a padded frame for extra peace of 
mind and a pocket at the back to store your charging 
cable and earphones. 


Griffin Technology 
US$39.99 + shipping 
griffintechnology.com 
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Just Mooile 
Xtand Go Z1 


The Just Mobile Xtand Go Z1 is an in-car mount for 
your iPhone. Its suction base lets you mount it just 
about anywhere for best hands-free viewing — on 
the dash or even hanging from the windshield. It 
can hold your smartphone with or without its case. 
The Just Mobile mount can rotate 360 degrees and 
expand to 9cm wide. 


Just Mobile 
US$34.95 + shipping 


www. jlusi-mooile.com 


Photo jojo Touch Tonic 


~ Gloves with fingertips made to interact with iOS 

~ touchscreens have been around forever, but they can't 

fm — replace your favourite, stylish gloves. Why not give 
them an upgrade? Tonic Touch is a US$20 kit that 

lets you convert your old-school analogue gloves into 

| digital marvels ready to play with any touchscreen you 

| have available. 


_Photojojo / US$20 + shipping / www.photojojo.com 


Unlock the new features in Apple’s latest mobile operating system. 


Illustration by Harry Campbell 


@ OS 8 doesn’t radically change the look 
] and feel of your iPhone and iPad, like 
i0S 7 did. A lot of the improvements 
in iOS 8 are aimed at developers, who 
can now trick out their apps with support 
for Touch ID, extensions, widgets and 
HealthKit. But there are still plenty of 
goodies for users like us, too. 


CHANGES IN THE 
SETTINGS APP 


BY SERENITY CALDWELL 
& LEAH YAMSHON. 


With every new version of iOS, Apple 
loves to add, tweak and change settings; 
unsurprisingly, iOS 8 is no different. 
Here’s a comprehensive list of just about 
everything the company has changed in 
iOS 8 within the Settings app. 


MOBILE 

The Mobile section used to be hidden in 
i0S’ General section in previous versions, 
but was moved to the main screen of the 
Settings app in iOS 7. It remains there 

in iOS 8, and for the most part remains 
unchanged - Mobile features toggles for 
Mobile Data, LTE and Data Roaming, 
along with the menu for using your 
iPhone as a Personal Hotspot (which, 
oddly enough, also gets its own listing 
on the main screen). 


Health Settings 


Books —_—_Tweetbot 


Organise it. Settings is one of the most 
overlooked yet important apps in iOS 8. 


eee00 4:27 PM 100% > 
< Settings Mobile 
Current Period 134 KB 
Current Period Roaming 6 bytes 


USE CELLULAR DATA FOR: 


7 FaceTime q ) 
: © 
@) 


Passbook 
Stocks _ 
7.3 KB 


System Services 117 KB 


Reset Statistics 


Last Reset: Sep 15, 2014, 3:15 PM 


Halt roaming. Tap an app’s toggle to restrict the 
app to downloading data via Wi-Fi. 


If you have a sharp eye, you'll notice that 
the layout of these toggles has changed 
ever so slightly: Mobile Data and Enable 
LTE are now stacked directly on top of 
each other with a shared caption about 
usage. They used to each have their own 
caption. 

Scrolling down, you'll find info on your 
Call Time, broken down by Current Period 
and the total Lifetime of your iPhone. 
Your iPhone doesn’t automatically start 
these new data periods - if you’d like to 
track a specific time period, scroll all the 
way down and tap Reset Statistics to start 
the count from zero. This won't affect 
the Lifetime count. Keep an eye on this 
section to avoid going over your monthly 
allotment of mobile call minutes (if your 
plan has restrictions, of course). 

You'll also find info on your overall 
and roaming mobile-data usage, 
combining uploads and downloads into 
one usage stat. This is split into Current 
Period (which is again tied to the time 
period you set with Reset Statistics) and 
Current Period Roaming. Roaming usage 
is very handy for travellers with a data 
limit, as it lets you easily keep an eye on 
how much data you're using and scale 
back if necessary. 

See that long list of apps in the next 
section? Those are all of the apps on your 
iPhone that use mobile data — all apps use 
mobile by default, but you can tap the 
toggle next to an app’s name to restrict 
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it to Wi-Fi downloading. This will help 
tremendously if you’re trying to watch 
your data usage. 

Finally, at the very bottom of the 
screen, you'll see a listing for System 
Services; tap it to see all of the services 
that use data, and how much data each is 
using. Uninstalled Apps shows how much 
data any apps you've recently uninstalled 
used during the current period before you 
gave them the axe. 


NOTIFICATIONS 
This section controls how your iPhone 
will receive notifications from other 
apps, and how they’ll appear in your 
personal Notification Center - the info 
panel that appears when you swipe down 
from the top of your device’s screen. As 
far as settings go, we’ve gone there and 
back again with Notifications and how 
it’s listed. When iOS 7 launched, the 
Notifications section got a new name - 
Notification Center - but has now gone 
back to plain Notifications with iOS 8. (It’s 
probably more fitting, as you monitor all 
of your notifications here, not just what is 
displayed in your Notification Center.) 

If you’re migrating from iOS 7, you'll 
find that most of the same commands 
are here, but they’re laid out slightly 
differently. Right away, you’ll notice that 
the Today View section is gone, which 
indicated what you'd see in Notification 
Center’s Today tab. Instead, you can find 
those controls directly within Notification 
Center — just tap the Edit button at the 
bottom of your Today tab. 


Back to Notifications. You'll start by 
selecting how to sort your notifications, 
either manually or by time; tap your 
preferred view to select it. 


FAMILY SHARING IS A 
NEW iOS 8 FEATURE, 
AND IT ALLOWS YOU 
TO REGISTER UP TO 

olX APPLE IDS TO 
ONE ‘FAMILY’. 
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You'll then see two lists of apps: Include 
and Do Not Include. Include contains 
each app on your iPhone that has some 
kind of notification enabled; tap each 

app individually to control how that 
notification will be presented. And there 
is a lot you can control, starting with 
whether or not you even want to receive 

a push notification from this app — toggle 
it off if you don’t. Next, pick how many 
recent items from this app you'd like to 
see in your Notification Center; tap the 
listing to pick between none, one, five and 
ten. Select what sound you’d like, whether 
you want a badge with the app’s icon to 
appear, and if you’d like notifications for 
this app to pop up on your lock screen. 

Finally, select an alert style: None, 
Banners (a bar across the top of your 
screen that pops down when you get an 
incoming notification) or Alerts (which 
pop up on the centre of your screen). 

Depending on the app, you may have 
a few more options. Calendar, for example, 
lets you set individual notification 
commands based on the incoming info - 
it’s split by upcoming events, invitations, 
invitee responses and shared calendar 
changes. 

Yes, it’s a bit annoying to have to 
change your Notification settings one app 
at a time, but the amount of control really 
lets you customise your app experience. 
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€ General Handoff & Suggested Apps 


Handoff Cc) 


Handoff lets you start something on one device 
and instantly pick it up on other devices using 
your iCloud account. The app you need appears 
in the lock screen, app switcher, and the Dock 
ona Mac. 


SUGGESTED APPS 


My Apps Cc) 
<q) 


App Store 


Show installed apps or App Store suggestions 
fer apps relevant to your current focation, on 
the lock screen and in the app switcher. 


Handy. Handoff uses Yosemite's Continuity, and 
Suggested Apps offers app suggestions based on 
your location. 


< Accessibility VoiceOver 


VoiceOver 


VoiceOver speaks items on the 
screen: 

- Tap once to select an item 

* Double-Tap to activate the selected 
item 

* Swipe three fingers to scroll 


SPEAKING RATE 


y 


a 


Speak Hints 


Use Pitch Change 


B66 


Use Sound Effects 


Accessible. Subtle tweaks were made to the 
VoiceOver controls and you'll notice changes to 
iOS 8's Accessibility options. 


For all you iOS veterans, all of that is old 
news — just laid out a bit differently. One 
new feature you'll find in Notifications is a 
control for Family Sharing. Family Sharing 
is a new iOS 8 feature, and it allows you to 
register up to six Apple IDs to one ‘family’ 
Family members can then share app and 
media purchases across devices, have 
access to a shared family photo album and 
calendar, and much more. Here, you can 
set specific notification types for members 
within your Family Sharing account. 
Apple introduced a brand new app 
for iOS 8 called Tips, which gives you a 
weekly tip to teach you more about your 
iPhone and iOS 8. You'll have the option 
to control Tips’ notifications here, too. 


GENERAL 

Your catch-all General settings have 
largely gone unchanged, save for a few 
rearrangements and one new addition. 


About. The only change in the About 
section is the removal of the Diagnostics 
and Usage item. 


Siri. Siri can now respond to your cry of 
“Hey Siri” when your iPhone is connected 
to a power source - just toggle on Allow 
“Hey Siri” to try this out. This has replaced 
the Raise to Speak option from iOS 7. 


Spotlight search. iOS 8 introduces two 
additional categories that can be included 


in Spotlight Search, which you access by 
swiping down on the screen. Spotlight 
Search now digs up Spotlight Suggestions 
and Bing Web Results. Warning: you 

may want to check out the Spotlight 
Suggestions and Privacy disclaimer at 

the bottom. 


Handoff and Suggested Apps. This 

is a new section for two new features. 
Handoff lets you start something on one 
device and pick it up on another device, 
linked together by iCloud. Of course, there 
are some caveats: mobile devices must 

be running iOS 8, and your Mac must be 
running OS X Yosemite. This is part of 
Apple’s Continuity plan that allows users 
to respond to calls and SMSs on a Mac and 
quickly connect to a personal hotspot. 

As for Suggested Apps, this feature will 
recommend apps for you to use depending 
on your current location and display them 
on your lock screen. Toggle on My Apps 
to get suggestions on apps you already 
have installed. Toggle on App Store for 
recommendations for apps you don’t own, 
but that your iPhone thinks will be useful. 


Accessibility. This section has actually 
changed quite a bit, offering a wider range 
of options for those who need assistance. 
Options are broken down into different 
categories, starting with Vision. 

To start, the Text Size controls have 
been folded into Accessibility; you'll find 
them by tapping Larger Text, and then use 
the scroll panel to set the size. 

You'll also notice a new toggle for 
Greyscale, and a new category for Speech 
controls, with toggles for Speak Selection, 
Speak Screen and Speak Auto-text (which 
used to be found on the main Accessibility 
screen, but have now been condensed). 

VoiceOver has a few tweaks, including 
updates to the adorable tortoise and hare 
icons on the Speaking Rate control slider. 
Where the Use Compact Voice toggle once 
was, you'll find an option for Speech, 
where you can select your dialect based 
on your language (which used to be a 
standalone Accessibility control) and add 
a rotor language. Braille has a couple 
of more in-depth options, including the 
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braille display’s output and input types 
(six-dot, eight-dot or contracted), and a 
toggle to turn pages when panning. Rotor 
has two new additions: Audio Ducking and 
Braille Screen Input. Another new control 
is Typing Style; iOS 8 supports Standard 
Typing, Touch Typing or Direct Touch 
Typing. 

Zoom houses your controls for 
magnifying the entire screen, and has a 
few more options in iOS 8. You'll find 
toggles for Follow Focus, Zoom Keyboard 
and Show Controller, which reminds you 
of your zoom gesture controls in case you 
need a reminder. You can also set your 
Zoom Region (either Window Zoom or Full 
Screen Zoom) and select your maximum 
zoom level. 

When looking at the Hearing assistance 
options, you'll notice that the Subtitles and 
Captioning controls have moved to a new 
category —- Media, which also offers an 
option for Video Descriptions. 

The Physical and Motor category 
found in iOS 7 has been renamed as 
Interaction in iOS 8; within this category, 
the Incoming Calls function has been 
renamed to Call Audio Routing. 


Usage. Usage now provides a deeper 

a look at what apps are draining your 
precious battery life, which you can find 
by tapping Battery Usage. It shows what 
apps you’ve been using for the past three 
hours and the proportion of battery used 
by each app. Pretty nifty if you’re trying 
to find the worse battery offenders to kill 
in a pinch. 


Auto-lock. You can now select ‘Never’ as 
an auto-lock option. 


Restrictions. Privacy buffs will surely 
appreciate iOS 8’s new restriction on 
location sharing - tap Share My Location 
to turn this restriction on. In turn, Find My 
Friends has been removed as a restriction 
option. 


Language and Region. Formerly known 
as International, Language & Region is 
where you'll select your iPhone’s language 
and select your region formats. A few 


things have been shuffled around in this 
section — there are no longer controls 

for keyboards and voice control here, for 
example, though you can easily find them 
in other settings controls (keyboards is on 
the main General page). You’ll also find an 
Advanced option that will automatically 
reformat dates, times and numbers to be 
the same as the primary language. 


DISPLAY AND BRIGHTNESS 


Formerly Wallpapers and Brightness, this 
setting gets a new name, icon and moves 
wallpaper picking into its own section. iOS 
7’s dynamic Text Size picker and the Bold 
Text switch from the Accessibility section 
also now show up here. 


WALLPAPER 

Yes, you can rejoice - your wallpaper now 
has its very own section of the Settings 
app. Here you can, unsurprisingly, view 
your current Lock screen and Home 
screen background, as well as pick new 
backgrounds. iOS 8 adds no new dynamic 
wallpaper images, but you will find two 
new static images: the underwater sea 
shot so prominent in the marketing, and 
a white shade of the hexagonal wallpaper 
already available in pink, orange, blue, 
green, grey and black. 


L < Choose Wallpaper 


Breaking out. Wallpaper now has Its very own 
section of the Settings app. You can view and 
change all backgrounds here. 
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TOUCH ID AND PASSCODE 


In iOS 8, you can enable access to a few 
more features on a locked phone if you 
choose to. Specifically, you can toggle on 
the Today and Notifications View screens 
for Notification Center. 


PRIVACY 


With every iOS release, Apple’s privacy 
settings expand and diversify, and iOS 8 is 
no exception. The biggest addition to the 
company’s Privacy settings screen comes 
inside the Location Services submenu; 
here, you've got a new subsection on 
sharing your location, more refined control 
for apps and new system services toggles. 


Location services. The Share My 
Location screen lets you turn location 
sharing on or off globally, lists any 
friends youre sharing your location with 
permanently (temporary location-sharing 
friends won’t appear here), and offers a 
Stop Sharing My Location button for each 
at the bottom of their contact card. 

Apps, too, have slightly more granular 
settings within Location Services. In iOS 
7, you could toggle location services on 
or off for a specific program. With iOS 8, 
each app has the ‘Allow Location Access’ 
submenu, with options for Never, Always 
or While Using the App. 

Within System Services, you'll find 
new on/off toggles for the Find My iPhone 
service, Location-Based Alerts, Motion 
Calibration, Share My Location, Spotlight 
Suggestions and Improve Maps (relocated 
from the Frequent Locations submenu). 


Other privacy features. In iOS 8, you 
can choose whether to allow third-party 
apps access to your Camera, Health, 
HomeKit and Motion Activity data; those 
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FEATURE 


apps you've let in will appear in new 
Privacy menus named after each of those 
features. 

The Diagnostics and Usage submenu 
(found at the bottom of the Privacy screen) 
also has a new toggle: Share with App 
Developers. If you turn it on, this feature 
lets third-party developers see anonymised 
crash data and statistics about how you 
use their apps. 


iCLOUD 

There are lots of new tweaks and feature 
additions in the iCloud preferences screen, 
though the most dramatic comes in the 
form of the new Account submenu. 

For one, you can now see which Apple 
ID your device is logged in to from the 
Settings screen, as it’s now listed below 
the iCloud submenu. Tap on iCloud, and 
the top of the settings screen lists your 
account, a toggle for setting up Family 
Sharing, your Storage information, iCloud 
services and advanced services. 

The Account screen is protected by 
your iCloud password, but once you enter 
it, you can see and change your email 
addresses, primary mailing address and 
whether you want to receive offers from 
Apple. There are also fields for viewing 
or changing your account’s birthday, 
password, security questions and rescue 
email address, along with turning on 
two-step verification. You’ll additionally 
be able to view your primary payment 
method associated with your Apple ID, 
though you can’t change it from this 
screen. 


Serenity Caldwell 


aiees@mac.com 
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Which user? You can now see which Apple ID 
your device is logged into from Settings. 


Below the Account submenu, you can 

set up Family Sharing to help share 
purchased music and the like with family 
members; there’s also a new Storage 
section, which has split off from iOS 7’s 
Storage and Backup screen. 

The Photos subscreen lets you enable 
or disable iCloud Photo Library; there’s 
also a toggle for automatically uploading 
Burst Photos. 

Within the iCloud Drive subscreen, you 
can toggle the feature on or off; there’s 
also a section for third-party apps that 
have looked you up by your email, along 
with a list of installed third-party apps on 
your device that can use iCloud Drive. 

As mentioned earlier, iCloud Backup 
has become its own separate submenu, 
with an on/off toggle and a Back Up Now 
button. Also new in the iCloud section: a 
new toggle within the submenu for Find 
My iPhone called ‘Send Last Location’ In 
case of your device’s loss, Apple will beam 
your device’s last known location before 
shutdown to your iCloud account. 

There are also two new sections 
within iCloud’s new Advanced subheader: 
Mail and Share My Location. The Mail 
subscreen lets you choose a default address 
for iCloud, along with choosing aliases 
and your SMTP server; Share My Location 
offers the same preferences that the screen 
of the same name in the Privacy subscreen 
does. 


ITUNES AND APP STORE 

The iTunes and App Store section is 
relatively unchanged, though it does move 
up in the Settings screen, grouped just 
after the iCloud screen. There are four 
new toggles: two for showing all your 
music and video, and two for displaying 
suggested third-party apps that tie into 
your current location on the Lock screen, 
Home screen and in the app switcher (née 
multitasking screen). 


MAIL, CONTACTS, CALENDARS 
The Mail, Contacts, Calendars Settings 
screen gets a bunch of little settings 
improvements. For Mail, there’s a new 
Swipe options submenu, which lets you 
choose a mail action for the app’s quick 


€ Mail... Swipe Options 


Swipe Left Flag 


Let your thumb decide. Users can choose what 
will happen when they swipe right or left on emails 
in Settings. 


left/right swipe gestures; in addition, you 
can flag addresses that don’t end with a 
certain domain name. 

Contacts just gets one new preference, 
and that’s whether or not your people 
should show up in the app switcher. 

Calendars has a few new options, 
including alternative calendars for Chinese, 
Hebrew and Islamic people; a toggle for 
Week Numbers when viewing the app by 
month; a toggle for ‘Show Invite Declines’, 
and a new ‘Time to Leave’ toggle that 
estimates your departure time if you add 
an address to your calendar event. 


MESSAGES 


Most of Messages’ new settings revolve 
around multimedia. You can now choose 
whether to keep your messages for 30 
days, one year or forever; audio and video 
messages can be set to expire within two 
minutes after reading (in true Mission 
Impossible style) and then deleted, or 
also kept around forever. Message also 
incorporates a toggle for Raise to Listen, 
which lets you put the device to your ear 
to trigger Dictation for a conversation. 


MAPS 

Maps gains no new toggles; instead, the 
‘Preferred Driving/Walking’ toggle has 
disappeared. 


SAFARI 


Want to escape Google’s reach? You can 
now turn DuckDuckGo on as your search 
engine of choice within the Safari app. 

In addition, there are four new toggles 
related to web searches: Search Engine 
Suggestions, Spotlight Suggestions, Quick 
Website Search (which allows you to 
search a specific website by prefacing your 
search query with an abbreviated form of 
their name) and Preload Top Hit. 


In addition, the Clear History and 
Website Data buttons from iOS 7 have 
been consolidated into one button, Clear 
Cookies and Data. 


PHOTOS AND CAMERA 


The Photos and Camera submenu has 
many of the same new toggles as the 
Photos section within iCloud, including 
toggles for turning on your iCloud Photo 
Library and managing burst photos. 


FIVE CONVENIENT 
NEW TRICKS IN 
SAFARI 


BY DEREK WALTER. 


Safari for iOS is as old as the iPhone itself, 
and even with all the apps that have come 
and gone in those seven-plus years, Safari 
is the old standby, the essential app that’s 
in the dock row of millions of iPhones 
and iPads. 

Apple improves Safari in every iteration 
of i0S, and iOS 8 is no exception. The 
changes aren’t radical, but they do add 
some extra flexibility and convenience to 
browsing the web on your iPad and iPhone. 
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Request the full version. This is especially 
helpful with sites that insist on serving the mobile 
version to your iOS device. 


GET A WEBSITE’S 
DESKTOP VERSION 


Sometimes you don’t want the stripped- 


down mobile version of a website. Google’s 


Chrome has long had a ‘request desktop 


version’ option, and now Safari does also. 
To access this, tap the URL bar and give 


a gentle pull down on the menubar that 
pops up. You will see two new choices: 


Add to Favorites and Request Desktop Site. 


Tap the latter and the page will reformat, 
usually presenting itself in desktop glory. 


SCAN YOUR CREDIT CARDS 
Forget squinting at your worn-out credit 
card to get the numbers when buying 
something online. Apple’s browser has 
a clever new feature that will scan the 
information with the device camera. 
While Safari already offers to save 
your cards with auto-fill, this is another 
step that simplifies the process of buying 
something online. 
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Leaving no trail. Search anonymously in Safari 
with DuckDuckGo. 


SEARCH WITH DUCKDUCKGO 
If you are trying to get away from 
Google’s omnipresent eyes, then 
DuckDuckGo is for you. 


It joins Google, Bing and Yahoo as your 


options for performing a web search from 
the Safari address bar. DuckDuckGo puts 
privacy as its highest priority, pledging 

to never use a user’s personal data when 
delivering search results. 

While sometimes that means it’s not 
as sharp with location-awareness or other 
specific search results, you may enjoy its 
minimalist design and commitment to 
anonymity. 


e 


iD 


eeasa > 


society8.com Cancel 
yr Acid to Favorites 
t 


Cf. Request Desktop Sit 


YAHOCH 


SHE HRE HEN AP RP PSI OLA HOAS LOLS H MALU RIP LAL KP LALA WAM LAP PLA APLAR ENACT IORI PESOS IIL IAI AISLE LARLALIRALD LAPS LAAPERALLD AVAL PAE PAS ARYL IA NILE AT ATLE 


cna ee ae Cesar cesta fae Sc a a Sac a cl ae ere Sr COR a ae er Fara area rpc ea 


65% ae, 
H 


GLO? AYVANVE 


ne wos pLOMIeUr MMM 


FEATURE 


SUBSCRIBE TO AN RSS FEED 
Safari lets your mind wander when 
browsing by offering shared links related 
to the site youre visiting. Customise this 
by subscribing to a site’s RSS feed so you 
can get more of their stuff in Safari. 

To do this, touch the bookmarks icon and 
then select the @ column. On the bottom 
you will find a button labelled Subscriptions. 
Touch that and then select ‘Add Current Site’ 
to include it in the list of feeds. 

The shared links section is another nice 
addition — it clues you in to other articles and 
discussion related to what you're reading. 


ACCESS APP PASSWORDS 
As part of Apple’s Continuity features, 
which tie desktop and mobile apps 
together, iOS apps can now use your 
saved AutoFill credentials so you can 
quickly log in. To toggle AutoFill on and 
off, visit Settings > Safari > Passwords 
& Autofill, where you can also see a list 
of the accounts for which you let Safari 
remember the passwords. 

Developers have to enable this, so 
it may not be working on all of your 
favourite apps. It could be one less 
annoying step in the ongoing process of 
typing in passwords (though you should be 
using a password manager, anyway). 


MAIL LETS 
YOU PROCESS 
YOUR INBOX 
QUICKLY AND 
WRITE BETTER 
Bemis 


BY DEREK WALTER. 


Slogging through a crowded email inbox is 
never a fun process, but new tricks in the 
iOS 8 Mail app at least make the process 
less painful. You can swipe away messages 
as if your thumbs are machetes hacking 
through a jungle, and customised alerts 

let you go longer between checking your 


ge OAT ssuescabanainesan 
£ * s i" ° 


tas, They suk saver? tor Bowl eset 
ous Der OSE 


Guiftermo Castifo 
Woe'te reatly doing ds? 
Tron ck exes 


NOU EEC. MONG eee t 


Bid) OY. TNS NS | NS We SL 


donat: Schmidt Vogieetasty 
Bart. Bethahey. Byer, 
Ueit wit, Gourtloates | ooct2eed oF fhe wate 


Grant Jividen 
Hod f9 hat 


Amit Aseadi 


merntontenensentontnntnatnerntinnttnteaineiyat Qatnatyeinnyntinneynianynennennansrnnyen ane stesrsenseetyncrnTrpisch 
3% Pp 


email since you know that really important 
message will find you. 

It’s time to retake your inbox. Put these 
tools to use so you can spend less time in 
Mail and more on things that are actually 
enjoyable, like shooting slo-mo videos and 
sending voice messages. 


MINIMISE THE COMPOSE BOX 
The first tip is one of those simple features 
that doesn’t seem like a game-changer but 
after a while you won’t know how you 
ever lived without it. 

When composing a message you can 
slide the compose box to the bottom of 
the screen and navigate around the rest of 
your email. This allows you to find content 
from another message that you may need 
before hitting Send. 

To get your message back just swipe 
up from the bottom. The only trick is you 
have to be careful you don’t aim too low 
on the screen and accidentally pull up the 
Control Center. 


SET ALERTS FOR EMAIL THREADS 


You may not want a notification for 
every message, but sometimes there’s a 
particularly important thread you want 

to follow. Now you can set an alert for 
this, so if anyone responds to the set of 
messages you will get a push notification. 


Alerts. Get notifications on a specific thread you 
want to follow. 


There are a few different ways to turn on 
the thread alert. You can touch the flag 
icon at the top of the message or swipe to 
the left and touch More then Notify Me. 


SWIPE TO QUICKLY 

TRIAGE YOUR MAIL 

Sure, this trick is heavily inspired by 
Mailbox (www.mailboxapp.com), but hey, 
all great artists steal, right? 

You can now swipe to trash a message 
(or archive it, if you’re using Gmail), flag 
it or get other choices for organisation. 
Swipe once to the right to mark a message 
as unread. 

You can also customise the swiping. 
Head to the Settings under Mail, Contacts, 
Calendars and choose Swipe Options. This 
gives you a tad more flexibility in setting 
up which direction you want to flick. 


BETTE 


Reply 


Forward 
Flag 
Mark as Unread 
Move to Junk 
Move Message... 


Notify Me... 


Swipe it. Archive, flag or perform several other 
options to a message by swiping to the left. 


ADD INFORMATION DIRECTLY 
TO CONTACTS 

If you get a message from someone that 
you want added to your contacts, be sure 
to take advantage of this tool. 

Mail looks at the content of the 
message and can discover phone numbers, 
email addresses and other contact 
information that can be nicely packaged 
into your address book. 

When prompted, tap Add to Contacts 
and select the information that you want 
to add in. 
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Contacts. Mail can now smartly find contact 
information and add it to your address book with 
one tap. 
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MOVE DISCARDED MESSAGES INTO: 


Deleted Mailbox i 


| Archive Mailbox 


S/MIME 
S/MIME 
Sign : 
| Encrypt by Default ie 
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Advanced setting. Get deeper email encryption 
options in iOS 8. 


MORE TOOLS FOR EXCHANGE 
ACCOUNTS 


If you use a corporate Microsoft Exchange 


account, Mail has some tweaks just for you 


that are smaller but still much needed and 
very welcome. 

The availability will depend upon 
what your administrator has enabled, but 
there are more options to be found in the 
Advanced Settings. 

You can use S/MIME, which adds 
higher-level encryption to messages. 
Messages from outside-the-organisation 
can be marked in red if you want to step 
up your security. There is also an option 
for auto-reply messages, though again this 
takes some work on the back end by your 
IT department. 


NEW CAMERA 
TRICKS AND 
A MAJOR 
OVERHAUL 
Or PACT os 


BY SERENITY CALDWELL. 


While we love to do many things with our 
iOS devices, the feature that often tops 
my list is taking and sharing photographs. 
In an age when we’re taking in new 
experiences faster than we can blog or 
tweet about them, snapping a quick image 
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on the go can be just the thing to help us 
remember a good day on the beach. 


Apple’s iOS 8 packs in a tonne of new 
photo-taking and editing features for its 
photography-loving user base, all the 
while keeping it easy for beginning iOS 
shutterbugs. There’s a lot to look at here, 
so let’s start with something simple: the 
Camera app. 


CAMERA CH-CH-CHANGES 

Upon launch, the Camera app in i0S 8 
looks very similar to its iOS 7 counterpart, 
albeit with a few extra buttons. New to 
the top of the screen (or left, in landscape 


orientation) when in Square or Photo mode 


is the Timer button; tap it, and you can 
set a self-timer of three or 10 seconds. (Of 
course, should you need more flexibility 
in your timing options, there are plenty of 
third-party apps that may suit your needs.) 

Also new to the Camera (and 
continuing the ‘Time’ theme) is Time-lapse 
mode, found by swiping all the way to the 
right on the app’s display. Unlike other 
timelapse apps, Apple’s version is entirely 
automated; just tap the record button 
and the app will automatically take a still 
picture every few seconds. When you're 
finished, it stitches those pictures together 
to form a time-lapse video. 

If you’re the lucky owner of an iPad 


Exposure levels. When you tap to focus, there's 
now a separate slider for adjusting a photo's 
exposure. 


FEATURE 


Air or iPad mini with Retina display, you'll 
also now be able to use the Camera app 
to take panoramic images. Previously, 
the Panorama feature was limited to 
iPhone users. 

iOS 8’s new manual camera controls 
may be my favourite improvement to the 
app, however. In iOS 7, tap-to-focus and 
exposure lock were a single control; with 
this update, they’ve been split. You can 
still tap to grab focus (or long-tap to lock 
it), but now you can additionally adjust 
the camera’s exposure by dragging up or 
down on the sun slider that appears. This 
lets you grab a focus point without being 
forced to also use its lighting as your 
photo’s exposure. 


ALBUMS, ALBUMS, 
EVERYWHERE 

Apple’s automatic smart albums continue 
to provide some use in the Photos app. 
The Camera Roll has disappeared, and 

in its place is the Recently Added smart 
album, which collects images you've 
recently taken or added to your device. 

It joins app-specific and content-specific 
albums on the Albums page, along with 
the new Favorites album (more below). 
Sadly, Apple continues to decline to make 
a Screenshots smart album (to my own 
personal disappointment). 


Meet your favourites. Having all those 
images at hand may make you nervous 
about ever finding anything again. Apple 
has anticipated your concern, though, by 
adding both a smart search feature and 

a Favorites section. The search field will 
initially prompt you with a collection of 
nearby photos, images taken at the same 
time last year (for nostalgia factor), and 
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FEATURE 


all-time favourites; but you can also search 

by date or time, location or album name. 
Under every picture in your library is 

a small heart outline; tap the heart to fill 

it and add the image to your Favorites 

album. You'll be able to access that album 

on any iOS 8 device (or, in 2015, on your 

Mac) and any edits you make to those 

images that automatically sync. 


Hidden images. Sometimes, we take 
photos we don’t necessarily want to keep 
in full view. iOS 8 allows you to hide those 
unwanted images from the Moments, 
Collections and Years sections of the 
Photos app, though they’ll still appear in 
albums. To hide an image, just tap and 
hold on its thumbnail, then tap Hide. It 
then vanishes, relocating to the Hidden 
smart album. To recover the photo, just 
visit the Hidden album and tap and hold 
the thumbnail to unhide. 


Undelete. Unlike past versions of iOS, 
when you delete an image in iOS 8, it’s 
not immediately removed from your 
device. Instead, it retreats to the new 
Recently Deleted album for 30 days, at 
which point it’s expunged from your 
device. 

This is primarily to prevent you from 
accidentally deleting that perfect picture 
when you're weeding out duplicates and 
blurry images, but it’s also a nice way to 
temporarily remove images you're not 
sure you want to keep. You can dump 
this entire folder quickly by going to the 
Recently Deleted album, tapping Select 
then tapping the Delete All button. 
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Photos and videos shaw the days remaining before deletion. 
After that time, iterns will be permanently deleted. 


Change of mind. With iOS 8 you have 30 days to 
revive an image before it is deleted. 


COLOR 


Colour range. By default, the image adjustment 
tools change your photo on a broad scale. 


EDITING SPREE 

In iOS 7, the Photos app offered a few 
basic editing features and filters, but for 
anything fancy, you needed to download 
Apple’s iPhoto app. In iOS 8, iPhoto has 
been retired, and bits and pieces have 
made their way into the Photos app, 
offering you all sorts of advanced 
editing features. 

Download an image to your device, 
and you'll be able to use a bevy of iPhoto- 
inspired features to crop, straighten, 
remove red eye, adjust lighting and 
contrast, and more. 

The filters introduced in iOS 7 are 
here to stay, and though they gain no 
new counterparts, iOS 8 does introduce a 
new adjustments control that lets you alter 
a photo’s light, colour and (if you choose 
to go the greyscale route) its black and 
white intensity. 


COLOR SATURATION 


Adjustments aplenty. Tap on a specific 
adjustment in the adjustments list to individually 
change its value. 


Tapping on one of those three options will 
bring up a thumbnail slider to increase or 
decrease the option as a whole; however, if 
you tap the list icon above the thumbnail 
slider, you can see the individual values 
being adjusted (for instance, the Color slider 
controls Saturation, Contrast and Cast). Tap 
one of those, and you'll get a detail slider 
to adjust those specific values alone. 

All these edits sync across your devices, 
so that the fixed image appears in your 
library immediately. They’ll also be non- 
destructive: if you decide you prefer your 
image unfiltered, you'll be able to revert it. 

On top of that, i0S’s new Actions 
options for developers means that your 
favourite third-party apps can provide 
filters and adjustments that you can use 
from within the Photos app just by tapping 
the Edit button, then tapping the circle 
icon with ellipses in it to access the app. 


let a 
APrUE oS NEW 
HEALTH APP 


BY RYAN FAAS. 


New to i0S 8 is Apple’s HealthKit platform, 
which offers the ability to track and share 
a vast range of health, fitness and medical 
data points across multiple apps and 
devices. It can be used as a wellness and 
fitness tool - aggregating data about diet, 
activity, exercise and sleep from multiple 
sources — as well as a serious medical tool 
for managing and monitoring chronic 
conditions. 

It’s a dynamic platform, working hard 
behind the scenes to deliver a personalised 
experience to each iPhone user, using 
data pulled from your iPhone’s M7 or M8 
sensor and allowing you to view all of this 
health data inside one app. Here’s a quick 
guide to getting started and setting up 
your own health database. 


BEHIND THE SCENES, 
YET ALWAYS WORKING 
As a medical tool, HealthKit offers 
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Cancel Health Access Done 


Health 


“WebMD” would like to access and 
update your Health data in the categories 
below. 


ALLOW “WEBMD” TO READ DATA: 
(4, Blood Glucose 

XY Diastolic Blood Pre... . 
ow Heart Rate 


«& Sleep Analysis 


Access. Different HealthKit apps want to access 
different data points, which you can grant at will. 


tremendous value for a few different 
reasons. It can aggregate data from a 
range of apps or connected medical 
devices, like a glucose meter or blood 
pressure cuff, as well as consumer-oriented 
fitness devices. It also offers the ability to 
automate the recording of medical metrics. 

If you're using connected devices, this 
helps to ensure the accuracy of the data 
because it goes straight from the device 
to the associated app on your iPhone 
and then into HealthKit. If your doctor’s 
office uses an electronic records system 
that supports HealthKit, that data can 
then be automatically entered into your 
medical record. 

For the most part, you don’t interact 
with HealthKit directly. The platform is 
really little more than a data store on your 
iPhone, and apps can write information 
into and pull information out of it. Some 
apps do both, though others may only 
input data or retrieve it. 

Most of the actual processing of 
HealthKit data - comparing the calories 
you've eaten with the number you’ve 
burned throughout the course of the day, 
getting data from a fitness tracker or other 
device, or compiling information and 
sending it to your doctor - is done in the 
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Third-party sharing. Certain apps can create 
data to share with other apps. Some pull data and 
present it in unique ways. 
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third-party apps that send information 
to and retrieve it from HealthKit. 

Apple’s Health app, which is pre- 
installed on any iPhone 4s or newer 
running iOS 8, is the exception to this 
rule. It provides you with the ability to 
view all of your HealthKit data from every 
HealthKit-compatible app. It also allows 
you to manually enter data and includes a 
dashboard for visualising the data. 

Health also includes a Medical ID 
feature that allows you to record important 
medical information - conditions, 
medications, allergies and emergency 
contacts (which can include your primary 
care doctor or specialists). You can choose 
to have your Medical ID available from 
your phone’s lock screen in case of an 
emergency where you’re unable to provide 
that information. You can access this by 
tapping the Emergency button when asked 
to enter a passcode, which also allows your 
iPhone to make 000 calls while locked. 


WORKING WITH 

THIRD-PARTY APPS 

When you install an app that supports 
HealthKit, you'll need to configure it to 
access various types of HealthKit data. 
That process will vary from one app to 
the next, but typically the option to set 
up an app’s connection with HealthKit 
is something you see the first time you 
launch an app or it’s located within the 
app’s settings. Most apps will also let you 
choose what metrics you want to record, 
access or process - just switch on the 
appropriate toggles. 

When you configure an app to work 
with HealthKit data or if you later adjust 
which metrics it works with, you'll see a 
permissions screen called Health Access. 
The screen will identify the app and show 
you exactly which data points it will write 
into HealthKit and which ones it will read 
out of HealthKit. You need to explicitly 
confirm you are giving the app permission 
to access each individual data point both 
to write and read. This means that you 
know exactly what information an app 
can work with and ensures that apps 
cannot access data without your 
knowledge and consent. && 
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BY CLIFF JOSEPH 


efore | went on holiday recently 

| was planning to prepare 

a couple of happy holiday 
playlists using iTunes on my iMac 
that | would then download onto my 
iPhone. But, of course, | never got 
around to it until | found myself sitting 
on the plane to sunny Portugal. 

When | tapped the Playlist button on 
my iPhone | discovered two playlists 
that were already there. The Purchased 
playlist is compiled automatically by 
the Music app to keep track of the 
songs you buy, while the 70s playlist 
was one that | created on the iMac 
during a bit of a retro phase recently. 

You can tap on any of these 
playlists to listen to your music, 
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but there’s no obvious way here to 
create an entirely new playlist on the 
iPhone itself. 

After randomly tapping around 
for a bit | discovered that you can 
do this simply by swiping your finger 
down the screen. This ‘pulls’ the New 
Playlist command and the Search tool 
down from the top of the screen. 


ADDING AND SEARCHING 
FOR TRACKS 

As you'd expect, the Search tool 
allows you to type in the name of 

a song, artist or album in order to 
quickly locate a particular track, but 
you can't use it to add songs to a 
playlist just yet. 
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The Music app on iOS devices isn’t 

as sophisticated as iTunes on the 

Mac and It lacks features such as the 

‘smart playlist’ option in iTunes that 

can automatically locate tracks that fit 

certain criteria, such as the length of 

the song or the year it was released. 
That means we have to tap the 

New Playlist button to name the playlist 

and then start adding tracks by hand. 

There doesn't seem to be a quick way 

of changing the name of a playlist 

once you've created it, so make sure 

you've chosen a suitable name and the 

spelling is all correct before hitting Save. 
The Music app will now display the 

full list of all the songs you have on your 

iPhone, with a ‘+’ sign by each song. 
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New list. In the Playlists tab, select New Playlist... 


to create a new collection of songs. 


You can scroll through the list of 
songs just as you would normally, and 
then tap on the ‘+’ sign to add each 
song to the playlist. 

You can also tap the buttons at the 
bottom of the screen to browse your 
music by album, artist or genre. 

The ‘+’ sign will show in those lists 
as well, So you can browse through 
your music any way you want and 


quickly add songs to your new playlist. 


If you Know exactly which songs 
you want on your new playlist then 
you can use the Search tool to quickly 
locate songs by name rather than 


scrolling through your entire library list. 


To display the Search tool you 
need to place your finger about hall- 
way down the screen and then swipe 
downwards (don't swipe down from 
the top of the screen as that just pulls 
down the notifications bar). 

When the Search bar appears you 
can type in just one word from the title 
of the song and the app will display a 
list of all the songs and albums that 
include that word. 

When you've found all the songs 
you want you can just hit the ‘Done’ 
button in the top-right corner of the 
screen and you'll see the contents 
of your new playlist displayed on the 
iPhone screen. You can tap on any 
song to start playing, and the songs 
will play in the order that they were 
added to the playlist. 
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ecPlaylists 


Sort it. Tap Edit in the top right-hand corner to 
rearrange the playlist’s track listing. 


Alternatively, you can pull down on 
the screen again to display the 
Shuffle option and play the songs 
in random order. 

It's also possible to reorganise 
the songs on the playlist by tapping 
on the red Edit button at the top of 
the window. 

A number of new options appear 
when you press the Edit button. 

The red circle just to the left of the 
song's artwork allows you delete a 
track from the playlist altogether. 

The app will always ask you to 
confirm the deletion before removing 
the song so you don't have to worry 
about deleting anything accidentally. 

And, of course, the song is only 
deleted from this playlist, leaving 
the original song as part of your 
music library. 

A red ‘+’ sign has also appeared 
in the top-right of the screen as 
well, so you can just tap this to add 
more songs to the playlist whenever 
you want. 

As well as adding and deleting 
songs from the playlist you can 
change the order in which the songs 
play too. 

The grey three-bar symbol that is 
further over to the right of each song 
title allows you move songs up or 
down in the playlist order. Press and 
hold on that three-bar symbol until a 
new outline bar appears around the 
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Remove 


Delete them. Swipe right on any track you would 
like to remove from the playlist and select Remove. 


song title, and then just drag the 
song into a new position in the playlist. 

Hit ‘Done’ to return to the main 
playlist window. 

You can delete tracks from this 
window as well, without having to hit 
the Edit button, simply by swiping your 
finger to the left across the song title. 

There are two other commands 
also highlighted in red at the top of 
this window. 

The Clear button removes all the 
songs from the playlist so that you 
can just start again from scratch. 

The Delete button removes all the 
songs and the playlist itself, so that it 
no longer appears in the main Playlist 
view anymore. 


BACK TO MAC 

Unfortunately, there isn't a quick way 
to transfer playlists from an iOS device 
back onto your Mac. 

If you want to copy the playlist 
onto your Mac you need to plug your 
iPhone into the Mac and then use the 
‘On This Phone’ option in iTunes to 
view the music and playlists stored on 
the iPhone. 

g-click on the name of the playlist 
and then use the Export command to 
export the playlist as an XML file. 

Now go to the main File menu, 
select Library, and then use the Import 
Playlist command to import that file 
and add the playlist to iTunes. 
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BY MICHAEL SIMON 


pple and Google are locked 

in a never-ending game 

of catch-up. Each time a 
new version of iOS or Android is 
announced, there are just aS many 
borrowed features aS new ones, as 
each side studies and pilfers the 
other's ideas to find ways to better its 
own experience. Android Lollipop’s 
Material Design is awfully similar to 
iOS 7's flattened design language, 
and iOS 8’s newfound openness 
certainly owes a debt to Lollipop’s 
predecessors. 

But neither 1OS die-hards nor 
Android fans should complain. The 
fact is, there are greener spots of 
grass on both sides of the fence. Now 
that the new Android OS is out I’ve 
found a few features Apple would be 
smart to incorporate into iOS 9. 


SMARTER NOTIFICATIONS 
Lollipop took a number of cues from 
Apple for its revamped method of 


delivering notifications, but Google 
still added its own twist. My favourite 
feature is the new heads-up banners 
for the Phone app, which lets you 
ignore incoming calls without having 


them interrupt a game of Replay. | also 


like how it handles the lock screen: 
incoming notifications are sorted by 
importance, So a mail message from 
someone in your contacts will be 
naturally ranked higher than a Candy 
Crush full lives alert. 


PRIORITY MODE 
On the surface, Lollipop’s Priority 
Mode looks an awful lot like iOS's 
Do Not Disturb feature, but I’m 
actually a little envious of Google’s 
implementation. While on iOS it’s kind 
of an all-or-nothing affair, Android 
gives you more control over what 
won't be disturbing you and when. 
Instead of just calls, Google lets 
you allow events and reminders to get 
through, but what | really like is the 


PRIORITY. 


Priority interupiions only 


©) _Indefinitely 


@) Forone hour 


timer setting. If you just need to take 
a nap or get some work done, you 
can quickly turn on Priority Mode for a 


short time without needing to deal with 


scheduling math. 


DETER BALTIERY 

As long as Apple keeps making its 
devices as thin as the laws of physics 
and engineering will allow, battery life 
will always be precious. Like iOS 8, 
Lollipop lets you see which apps are 
using the most juice, but Google also 
built in a Battery Saver mode that kills 
unnecessary processes, throttles the 


CPU, and limits background tasks 
when the battery reaches the red. And 
when you finally plug your device in, it 
can also tell you how long it’ll take to 
charge, something I'd love to see on 
my iPhone. 


GUEST MODE 

Apple fans have pretty much given 

up on the prospect of multiple user 
accounts in iOS, but the fact of the 
matter is there are times when we 
need to share our phones. And 
Google has developed an ingenious 
method for doing so: switch to a 
guest user on a smartphone or tablet 
running Lollipop, and not only will your 
own personal information stay private, 
but also everything your guest does 
will be deleted once they log out. It’s 
like private browsing for your whole 
phone, and we need it in iOS 9. 
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MULTI-MULTITASKING 

iOS and Android both have a very 
similar method of multitasking, with a 
swipeable card system that lets you 
quickly switch between apps. But 
Lollipop does it just a little better. 
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When you enter Overview, you'll get 
more than a menu of your recently 
used apps. Every task and tab 

that’s running will be displayed, so 

if you're working on a draft of an 
email message, for example, you can 
choose to either jump back to the 
compose windows or to your inbox. 
And on your phone, you'll see all of 
your open tabs, too. 


PRINT PREVIEW 

iOS's print screen has never been 
much to write home about, offering 
only the most rudimentary of options. 
By comparison, Lollipop makes it 
seem like you're sitting in front of a 
PC, with a desktop-calibre preview 
screen that lets you see exactly 

how a picture or document is 

going to print. 

And if no wireless printer is 
available, Lollipop users even get 
a save-as-PDF option, something 
I've been pining for since the days 
of iOS 4. 


TAP SCREEN TO WAKE 

Clicking the home button isn’t exactly 
a difficult way to wake up an iPhone, 
but Lollipop brings a new way for 
supported Android phones to wake 
up: just tap the display twice. That 
would certainly save me from some 
fumbling when | check my email on 
the iPhone 6 Plus before my first cup 
of coffee. 


SEARCH IN SETTINGS 

With each iOS revision, we expect 
Apple to finally add a way to 

search inside Settings, but it hasn't 
happened. Now Google has beaten 
Apple to the punch, adding an 
enormously handy magnifying glass 
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to the top-right corner. | hope iOS 
fans don't have to wait much longer, 
because |’m tired of remembering 
where to go when | want to swap out 
my keyboard. 


AMBIENT DISPLAY 
| Know what you're thinking: iOS has 
had an ambient mode for years. It’s 
true that Android's new ability to wake 
the display every time a notification 
comes in is old hat for iPhone and 
iPad users. 

But in Lollipop it’s an option 
and, quite frankly, I’d love to be able 
to temporarily turn off all lock-screen 
notifications with a single toggle. 
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Alarm volume 


Notification volume 
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Pulse notification light ) 
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Show all notification content 


Don't show notifications at all 


Notification access 
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SMART UNLOCK 

Touch ID has made it easier than 

ever to unlock an iPhone or iPad, but 
there are still times when we kind of 
wish we didn’t have to use it. Google's 
found a middle ground between 
convenience and security that I'd 

love to see Apple adopt. When you 
get a new Bluetooth or NFC device, 
paired Lollipop phones and tablets 
will automatically unlock whenever 
they come within range of it. And | can 
think of something coming out early 
next year that would work really well 
with such a feature... 
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BY JOE KISSELL 


itlorrent Sync 

(www.getsync.com) Is free 

software, available for all major 
platforms, that keeps folders in sync 
across your devices and enables you 
to share them securely with other 
people. That may sound suspiciously 
like Dropbox, iCloud Drive and dozens 
of other cloud storage services — 
and, indeed, the end result is much 
the same. The big difference Is that 
BitTorrent Sync uses peer-to-peer 
networking rather than relying on 
cloud servers. 

This approach has several 
significant advantages. You can have 
as much storage as you like (limited 
only by your local disk space) without 
paying a cent, and because your files 
are never stored in the cloud, no one 
else can access them without your 
explicit permission. 

There are downsides too, though. 
At least one of the computers where 
your files are synced must be turned 


on and accessible to the internet for 
you to access your files, and you'll 
be subject to your ISP’s bandwidth 
and data caps. Although BitTorrent 
Sync encrypts your data as it travels 
between your devices over the 
internet, it doesn’t encrypt files on 
disk — if you want to do that, you're on 
your own. And you're unlikely to find 
many third-party iOS apps with built-in 
support for BitTorrent Sync, whereas 
support for Dropbox, iCloud Drive 
and other cloud services is common. 
For now, | suggest thinking of 
BitTorrent Sync as a supplement to 
cloud storage, not a replacement. 
Even though it has been available 
for nearly two years and is now at 
version 1.4, It’s still considered beta. 
Although | haven't encountered any 
serious bugs, some aspects of its 
user interface are still obscure or 
confusing, and setup requires a 
somewhat odd series of steps. I'll 
walk you through some of the basics. 


oe) UP FOLDER SYNG 
Once you’ve downloaded and 
installed the software, BitTorrent Sync 
offers several ways to set up syncing 
between folders on your devices. 
I'll describe the simplest approach 
here; for other options, head to 
helo.getsync.com. 

On a Mac that has a folder you 
want to sync, open the BitTorrent 
sync app. Click Add Folder, navigate 


Restrict access. You can choose Read Only 
or Read & Write, among other options, when 
syncing a folder — either with your own devices 
or with other people. 


Simple window. BitTorrent Sync’s 
unassuming, customisable main window 
shows all the folders you're syncing and how 
many peers each one has. 


to the folder you want to sync, select 

it and click Open. In the dialogue that 
appears, select Read & Write under 
Permission (to let yourself modify the 
folder on any of your own devices). 
Click Email to create a new message in 
your default email client, address it to 
yourself and click Send. 

So far, you've merely made a folder 
available for syncing. The next step is to 
set up a peer — another device that will 
sync this folder. 

To set up another Mac as a peer, 
open the email message you just sent 
yourself on that Mac and click the link. 
A webpage opens with two buttons. If 
the Mac already has BitTorrent Sync 
installed, click ‘I already have Sync 
1.4’. If not, click ‘Install Sync 1.4 Beta’ 
to download and install the software, 
and then return to the page and click 
the other button. (As time goes on, 
the version number on the buttons will 
presumably change.) 

In the dialogue that appears, make 
sure the path shows the correct location 
of the folder you want to sync with, 
which must have the same name (not 
necessarily the same location) as the 
one on the first Mac. 

If not, you can edit it or click Change 
and navigate to a new location. Be 
careful here — if you're syncing a folder 
named Example and you choose, say, 
/Users/you/Example in this dialogue, 
BitTorrent Sync will add a folder at / 
Users/you/Example/Example. If you 
want to sync with an existing folder 
called Example, choose its parent 
folder (as in /Users/you) or edit the path 
manually to eliminate the duplicated 
folder name. (If the folder you select 
doesn't already exist, BitTorrent Sync 
creates it. If it does exist and you click 
OK at the ‘Add anyway?’ prompt, the 


software merges the contents of the 
folder on the second Mac with the 
contents of the folder on the first one.) 
Click Connect. 

Now go back to the first Mac, 
where BitTorrent Sync shows an alert 
asking you to approve access from 
the new client. Click the green check 
mark to approve. 

And that’s it — from now on, the 
folder you selected on each end 
should stay in sync across your Macs 
as long as they’re both online. (For 
files over 4MB, BitTorrent Sync copies 
only the changed portions of files, in 
AMB chunks, which speeds syncing 
considerably.) You can open the 
same email message on additional 
computers and click the link to add 
more peers, or repeat the entire 
process to sync additional folders. 

You can also use the BitTorrent 
sync iOS app (or comparable apps 
for other mobile devices) to view or 
download any of your files, although 
the mobile apps don't sync entire 
folders automatically since that could 
overwhelm your device's storage. 


SHARE A FOLDER 
You can also share any of your folders 
with other people, either read-only or 
read-write. To do this, open BitTorrent 
sync, highlight a folder and click 
Share. Choose the options you 
want, which are identical to those 
you saw when you set up the folder 
for syncing, and click Email to send 
someone an invitation. 

As is the case when syncing 
your own folders, each person you 


Gttonent Gre Hote 


1 Bi oe 
1 Bb 
t 

| 


Nea ace a ac er aT Ss poe Sa ed 


Share. You can share a folder you aren't even 
syncing with any regular clients. 
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share with must have BitTorrent Sync 
installed on at least one device. Unlike 
cloud storage services, there’s no 
website someone can connect to to 
see your files in a browser. 
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FEELING LEFT OUT 

The least intuitive aspect of BitTorrent 
Sync is how to go about excluding a 
file or folder from syncing when you're 
syncing its parent folder. For example, 
if | have an app that already syncs its 
data across Macs in some other way | 
(DEVONthink Pro Office is one such | 
app | use every day), letting BitTorrent 
sync copy the same files would lead 
to conflicts and inconsistencies. So 

| want to tell BitTorrent Sync, “Sync 
everything in this folder except the 
following subfolders.” 

Doing this requires editing an file 
in an invisible folder — not exactly 
user-friendly! Here’s how. In the 
Finder, choose Go > Go to Folder, 
enter the full path of the folder you're 
syncing followed by /.sync (such as / 
Users/joe/Documents/.sync) and click 
Go. In the Finder window that opens, 
double-click the file IgnoreList to open 
it in TextEdit (or your default app for 
text files). Add the file(s) or folder(s) 
you want to exclude at the end of the 
list, one item per line. (You can use 
the wildcards * and ? to indicate 
patterns, such as IMG_*.jpeg.) Save 
the file. 

From now on, the designated items 
will no longer sync, but BitTorrent Sync 
doesn't remove any copies that had 
already synced to your other devices — 
you'll have to do that manually. & 
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Ignore these files. It would be nice if the 
BitTorrent Sync client had a user-friendly 
interface for excluding files, but adding them 
to this Ignored_List file isn’t too difficult. 
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Setting an external display as the default/main display 
on a Mac 
One of the things that has eluded me for some time is how 
to set the external screen on my MacBook Pro as the main 
ce screen, fortunately there is a very simple way to set which 
of the two (or more if you're lucky enough to have a machine that 
handles multiple screens) is set as the defaull. 

First, open System Preferences and the click on Display 
Preferences. 

in the Display Preferences window choose Arrangement. 
Here you will see blue rectangles representing each of the 
screens attached to your machine. On the screen that is your 
current default screen you will see a white bar along the top. 

Click and drag this bar and drop it onto the screen, which 
you want to become the new default and close Display 
Preferences. You'll now see that your chosen screen is the 
new default. 

in my case, having a 24in monitor as the default is much 
easier than working on the original 15in MacBook screen. 

Hopefully this tip will be of use to others. 
Jamie Dobbs 


") EACH MONTH, STM gives a prize to the Macworld Australia 
reader who submits the best and most useful tip (undocumented 
tips preferred). This month’s prize is a comfortable and portable STM 
sequel small laotop shoulder bag worth $99.95. 

Your daily gear travels in sleek protective style. The sequel is the 
perfect, just the essentials bag for your 13in laptop, tablet, a couple of 
files, cords and chargers. 


Features: 

e main flap secured with light but durable brushed aluminium buckle 
with easy one-handed click-and-go design 

e laptop compartment lined with soft nylex and high-density foam to 
protect most 13in screens (will hold most laptops from 12-14in ) 

e — front zippered stealth pocket is lined and accessible without 
opening main flap - perfect for sunnies or a phone 

¢ dedicated tablet slip pocket with soft nylex lining 

* — organisational front pocket for biz cards, pens, keys, etc. 

e slip rear pocket for some reading material with quick drop phone 
pocket 

e — luggage pass through secures the bag to the handle of your 
wheeled travel piece 

¢ padded, non-slip shoulder pad for a comfortable carry 

° = quick cam-adjust shoulder strap for both cross body and shoulder 
carries, and 

° water resistant 320D brushed poly main fabric with 640D 
reinforced bottom fabric | 

www.stmbags.com.au 
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YOU CAN ASK THE MACWORLD AUSTRALIA TEAM 
ANY MAC- OR APPLE-RELATED QUESTIONS BY 
EMAILING EDITOR@MACWORLD.COM.AU. 
ANSWERS THIS MONTH BY CHRISTOPHER 
BREEN. 
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© displays, drag thom to the desired position. 
a menu bar, drag it to a different display. 


"| Mirror Displays 


j &% Show mirroring options in the manu bar when available Gather Windows . «? 
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iCLOUD TWO-STEP 
VERIFICATION JUST 
= ADDED ANOTHER STEP: 
APP-SPECIFIC PASSWORDS 


| use Outlook for Mac for my email 
and today it’s been telling me that 
my iCloud account isn’t authorised. 
ve entered it multiple times and 

it still won’t work. I’ve tried other 
third-party apps that use iCloud 
and am having similar difficulties. 
Any idea what’s going on? 

Darlene Brian 


If | had to guess I'd say that you have 
implemented two-step verification for 
your Apple ID. As of the time of writing, 
Apple requires that you generate app 


specific passwords for third-party 
apps that use your iCloud data. This 
includes apps such as Outlook and 
BusyCal. 

In order to generate one of these 
things you must go to Apple’s My 
Apple ID page (appleid.apple.com), 
click Manage Your Apple ID, login, 
verify your login through the two-step 
process, select Password and Security, 
and then click Generate App-Specific 
Password. You'll be prompted to 
name the password (you could call it 
Outlook, for example) and then you'll 
receive a 16-character password that 
will work with one of your apps. While 
you're there you'll want to generate 
more passwords for your other third- 
party apps. How inconvenient you find 
this depends entirely on the number of 
non-Apple apps you use that interact 
with iCloud. 

At the risk of editorialising, I’m torn 
on this effort. | understand that Apple 
wants to do everything it can to make 
iCloud secure and | applaud that effort, 
particularly as hackers get more expert 
and Apple steps ever more into the 
financial arena. 

But | faced the same situation 
earlier where apps that worked 
yesterday were nagging me for an 
iCloud password that didn’t work. 
Rather than deal with the bother | 
simply turned off two-step verification. 
| understand that I’m not a paragon 
of patience but | fear that others will 
do the same thing, thus leaving their 
account less secure than It was before 
this policy was implemented. 


HOW TO TRANSFER 
CAMERA IMAGES TO 

= AN iPAD WITH AN OLD 
ADAPTER 


When | purchased my original 
iPad | also bought Apple’s iPad 
Camera Connection Kit — the 

two adapiers that let you import 
pictures via USB or an SD card. 

| now have an iPad Air and wonder 
if there is some way | can continue 
using them. 

Joan Morton 


The unspoken elipsis in your question 
is “These things have a 30-pin 
connector and my iPad Air has a 
Lightning connector so....” 

The answer is yes, you can 
continue to use them with the 
assistance of a Lightning to 30-pin 
Adapter, such as the $39 model 
offered by Apple. You just place it 
between the iPad and original camera 
connection adapter and you'll still be 
able to import your images from a 
connected camera or SD card. 

Alternatively, you can start fresh 
by purchasing an adapter specifically 
made with the Lightning connector 
in mind. Apple offers two in the form 
of the $39 Lightning to USB Camera 
Adapter and the $39 Lightning to 
SD Card Camera Reader. If you use 
only one of the adapters that came in 
the original iPad Camera Connection 
Kit it's six-of-one, half-dozen-of- 
another. If, however, you found a use 
for both of the original adapters, pay 
$39 once and get the Lightning to 
30-pin Adapter. 


_ Anti-Theft 
- Steel iPad 
Enclosure 

with Lock 


2 


Available from: 
Officeworks - 


www.officeworks.com.au 
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The Home of Computer Accessories 


1300 269 927 
WWW.anyware.com.du 
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Hee 7 
ee ( :Import contacts from a tab~ or comma-delimited text file 
ee (*) Import messages from an MBOX-format text file 


ONE EMAIL TIP EVERY 
MAC USER SHOULD 
m KNOW 


i carried out all the steps to export 
the mailbox from my Windows PC 
and import it to my Mac. | now have 
an mbox file that I’d like to bring 
into Outlook for Mac. But when | try 
to import it, Outlook gives me the 
option of importing only two types 
of files - pst and olm. There is no 
mbox option. Please help. 

Sushil Pradhan 


When you choose File > Import in 
Outlook you do indeed see the option 
to import an Outlook Data File (in 
ost or .olm format). And, as you've 
discovered, if you try to import your 
mbox file using this option, you get 
nowhere fast. However, if you instead 
choose Contacts or messages from 
a text file in that same Import window 
and then click the next arrow, there’s 
your mbox option. Enable that, 

click the next arrow again, and then 
navigate to and open the mbox file. 
Your messages should import as 
expected. 


ANOTHER EMAIL TIP 
EVERY MAC USER 
= SHOULD KNOW 


i have a lot of mailboxes in Apple 
Mail on my MacBook Pro to sort 
and manage my mail. Many of 

them are in alphabetical order, 

but some of the more recently 
created ones simply fall in line at 
the bottom vertically. ’'m baffled as 
to how to get them all to appear in 
alphabetical order. Any advice here? 
Ronnie Greher 


When you create a new mailbox within 
Mail by selecting Mai/box > New 


Import 
issues. 
Outlook’s 
ability to 


import mbox 
files is not 


readily 
apparent. 


Mailbox and then choose a place to 
out it — within an IMAP account or on 
your computer — it should appear in 
alohabetical order under the location 
heading you've chosen. If it doesn't, 
you can simply drag it to where you'd 
like it. 

However, if the mailboxes within an 
IMAP account are out of order, there's 
a trickier way to do it. Choose Mail > 
Preferences > Accounts, select the 
account that exhibits the out-of-order 
mailboxes, and uncheck the Enable 
this account option and close the 
preferences window. The account will 
disappear from your list of accounts 
in the sidebar. (Never fear, copies 
of your email are still on the server.) 
Now return to this same Accounts 
preference and enable the option that 
you just unchecked. Mail will refresh 
the list of mailboxes and display them 
in alphabetical order. 


HOW TO MAKE 

SENSE OF SAFARI'S 
m NEW FAVOURITES 
BOOKMARKS 


How do you edit and arrange 
bookmarks in Safari 8.0? 
John Toman 


What's likely throwing you is the new 
Favorites view. This is the one where 
you launch Safari and the bulk of its 
window contains icons representing 
bookmarks and folders. These are 


New tabs open with 


Homepage 


Remove history items: 
Favorites shows: 


Top Sites shows: 
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After one year x 
C1) Favorites 


Je Ses 


= Downloads 


sounds, PDF and text documents, and i 
archives. ‘ i 


simply larger representations of those 
items as they're arranged in your list of 
favourites. 

Let's do a couple of things so that 
this makes more sense. First, choose 
View > Show Favorites Bar. Ah, there 
are your favourites as you once viewed 
them. If you now compare what 
appears in the Favorites Bar with the 
icons below, you'll see that the order of 
each matches. When you drag an icon 
to a new location, its location in the 
Favorites Bar will change as well. 

If you don't care for this view, 
you can pretty well eliminate it. To 
do that open Safari's Preferences, 
click General and configure the New 
Windows Open With and New Tabs 
Opens With options so that they're 
something other than Favorites. (| 
almost always choose the Empty Page 
option.) If you lay off the Favorites 
button at the far left of the Favorites 
Bar you should be largely icon-free. 

But perhaps you want to organise 
and edit bookmarks the old-fashioned 
way. The shortest route to doing 
so is to choose Bookmarks > Edit 
Bookmarks (#-Option-B). This fills 
Safari's window with all the bookmarks 
it's familiar with. Alternatively, you 
could click the Show Sidebar button 
in the menubar, select the Bookmarks 
tab and then click the Edit button at 
the bottom of the pane. 

Once you're there you can 
rearrange their order, rename them, 
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© Open “safe” files after downloading i 
*Sate” files include movies, pictures, i 


HELP 


=2 

edit their URL, create folders and = 
drag collections of bookmarks into = 
those newly created folders. ADDING ARTWORK IN iTUNES 12 = 

As you've come all this way | iTunes 12 has changed the Info window, which appears when 
feel that | ought to throw in a little you select one or more items and press #-l. The old window 
something extra, so allow me to do had an Artwork well, where you could either drag or paste 
so with this oldie-but-goodie: how to i graphics to add album art to your files. In iTunes 12, the Info window 
alohabetise your bookmarks. is different. 

Within this bookmarks editing Note that the window you see above displays information about files that 
pane, create a folder and toss in already have album art, but it doesn’t show that album art when you select 
the bookmarks that you'd like to multiple items. (The iTunes 11 Info window didn’t show graphics in the Artwork 
view in alphabetical order. Now drag weil either.) There are now three ways to add album art to your files: 
this folder to the desktop. Open it ° Click the artwork square at the top-left of the window — the one with the 
and you'll find that all the bookmarks musical notes — and it becomes highlighted. You can paste a graphic that 
are in A— Z order. Drag that folder you've copied to your clipboard by pressing #-V or you can just drag a 
back into the editing pane (yes, you'll graphic onto that square. 
now have two copies of the folder). ¢ Click the Artwork tab and either paste a graphic or drag it onto that pane. 
Open it and lightly gasp when you ° Click the Artwork tab, click Add Artwork, choose a file that’s anywhere on your 
see that the bookmarks have Miac, such as one you’ve downloaded, and click OK. 
maintained their alphabetical ways. These techniques work for multiple items, such as the songs on an album, or 
You may now delete the unsorted for single items, such as a movie or TV show. 


bookmarks folders. 
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GROUP TEST 


Fitness headphones 


Heading out for a run? And con't want to leave your music behind’? 
ANTHONY CARUANA trials four of the best headsets on the market. 


Jebta SPORT 
Stereo Headset 


Jabra’s SPORT Stereo Headset looks the part. With its bright 
yellow trim and rubberised casing it has a sporty feel. 

We paired the headset to an iPhone 6 and took it out for 
a run. Although It was reasonably comfortable to wear, we 
found that the headset kept slipping and falling out of our 
ears despite trying all three different earpieces. We also had 
another person try them, to ensure that our ears weren't the 
problem, and they had the same Issue. 

The controls on the SPORT Stereo Headset were difficult 
to operate as well. The buttons were hard to find while 
wearing the device and we found that pressing the buttons 
required a firm enough push that we ended up dislodging the 
headset. So, while the volume toggle and play/pause button 
were functional, they were hard to use. 

Battery life is rated at four hours for music playback — a 
figure we were able to achieve in our testing and long enough 
for most recreational exercisers. 

As well as listening to music, you can receive calls using 
the SPORT Stereo Headset as there’s an in-built microphone. 
It's also very durable. Jabra has tested it to US military grade 
for rain, shock and dust protection. 

Sound quality was very good. One benefit from the less 
than snug fit was that we could still hear some ambient noise. 
This is important from a safety point of view. We could also 
have the SPORT Stereo 
Headset simultaneously 
paired to two devices, 
which made it handy for 
listening to tunes in the 
office and as a headset 
with our Mac for FaceTime. 


Bottom line. The Jabra 
Headset offers very good 
sound and boasts a sporty 
look, but the controls were 
a little difficult. 


N05 $130/JaBRA 
‘SS wwwjabra.com.au 


PROS Sound quality; light 


CONS Fi Fit: t; difficult cc controls 
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JayBird BIUEBUGS xX 


When it comes to wireless headphones for when you're 
exercising, fit and comfort are critical. The JayBird BlueBuds 
X fit the bill and deliver excellent sound as well. 

Like many earbuds, the BlueBuds X come with several 
different silicon tips, So you can play with them to find the 
best fit for your ears. They're also extremely light, so they're 
unlikely to bother you on a run. However, while they were 
confortable for us, another tester couldn't achieve the same 
level of comfort. 

The sound quality was excellent. The thing about 
transmitting music over Bluetooth is that some compression 
is applied to the audio to ensure a steady audio stream. 
JayBird uses a custom implementation of the native Bluetooth 
SBC codec, which JayBird calls Shift. The end result is clear 
sound, although a big part of the sound quality will depend on 
how well the earbuds fit as a seal that blocks ambient sound 
is important. 

Controls are reasonably easy to use with the play/pause 
button also used for answering calls and redialling the last 
number depending on how many times you press it. The 
integrated volume control also lets you skip back and forth 
between tracks if you hold it. 

As with all the other headsets we tested, charging relied 
on amicro-USB connection with the socket hidden under a 
small cover. Once fully charged, the BlueBuds X could deliver 
eight hours of life - enough to get most exercisers through a 
week of workouts. As the battery life drops, a pleasant voice 
lets you know so the music doesn't cut out without warning. 


Bottom line. While priced as a premium product, the JayBird 
BlueBuds X are a great option — as long as they fit you well. 


$199.95 / JAYBIRD 
www.jaybirdsport.com 


PROS Comfort: battery life; sound 


CONS Mc May not fit everyone well 


) 8 © OUTSTANDING 


Backbeat Fit 


When it comes to quality personal sound, Plantronics may not 
be at the top of the list of recognisable brands, but it has a 
long pedigree in delivering audio accessories. The Backbeat 
Fit headset lets you listen to music and use your phone. 

In Our view, great sports headphones start with fit and 
comfort. Our first impression was that the Backbeat Fit 
headphones were very easy to put on and comfortable. 

The in-ear design fitted snugly without feeling like they were 
driving too deeply into our ear canal. The over-the-ear loop 
was soft and didn’t cause discomfort. 

However, once we were out on the road, we found that 
they moved around and needed to be adjusted. 

Sound quality was good without being brilliant. We listened 
to several different styles of music and, while they were good 
enough for training in, exercising audiophiles won't be satisfied. 
On the upside, we could still hear ambient sounds such as 
traffic and cyclists who rang their bells as they were passing us 
—an important safety consideration and a reason why exercise 
headsets shouldn't have complete sound block out. 

Most of the controls on the headset were easy to access, 
although the power switch is hard to find. That's probably 
not a bad thing as It means it's hard to accidentally hit while 
answering a call or changing the volume using the controls 
on the earpieces. 

Charging Is via a micro-USB port hidden under a small 
cover that ensures no moisture gets into the port. Battery life 
is rated at about five hours — enough to cover the exercise 
needs of most people for a week. 

As a bonus, the Backbeat Fit headset comes with an 
armband for carrying your iPhone while training. However, we 
found that one of the seams caused chafing after about an 
hour's use — aS a result, we wouldn't use tt. 


Bottom line. The headset moved too much during exercise 
and, while light, the sound wouldn't impress audiophiles. 


S037) $147/ PLANTRONICS 
KS www.plantronics.com/au 


PROS > Very light 


CONS Armband design; fit 
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Beats By Dr. Dre 
PowerBeats2 Wireless 


Beats has established a big reputation when it comes to 
providing sound quality and the PowerBeats 2 Wireless 
headset delivered, although at a premium price. 

Once we had the PowerBeats2 connected to our iPhone 
via Bluetooth, we put them on for a run. The over-the-ear fit 
worked very well. Although getting them on was a bit of a 
challenge, once they were secured they were comfortable. 
Out on the road, they stayed in place — there was no need to 
adjust or fiddle with them to keep them in place, allowing us 
to concentrate on our activity. There are four sets of ear tips, 
designed for different sized and shaped ears, so we'd expect 
the majority of people to find a comfortable option. 

Where the PowerBeats2 excelled was sound quality. 
Whether we were training, sitting on a train or at home, 
we enjoyed listening to our favourite music through these 
headphones. However, the downside to this immersive sound 
is that ambient noise Is less discernible. That means either 
keeping the volume lower or paying more attention to what's 
going on around you. 

Charging is via micro-USB with battery life rated at around 
six hours — more than enough for the needs of the majority of 
trainers and to get through a day of commuting as well. 

As you'd expect from a set of sports headphones, the 
PowerBeats2 are water resistant. They are certified to the 
IPX-4 standard, which means water splashing against them 
won't have any deleterious effect. The standard tests this at 
10 litres per minute over a five-minute period. 


Bottom line. We really liked the headphones. Sound quality, 
battery life and comfort mean these will satisfy the needs of 
exercisers who like to listen to tunes while they train. 


$259 / BEATS BY DR. DRE 
au.beatsbydre.com 


PROS Excellent sound; great fit 


CONS Difficult to put on 
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REVIEWS 


Withings 
Wireless 


Blood Pressure 


Monitor 


If you dont mina the extra cost, 
you'll find that taking your blood 


oressure Is less of a hassle. 


ike millions of people, | need 

to keep an eye on my blood 

oressure. You can check it when 
you visit your doctor, but many people 
have ‘white-coat hypertension.’ Just 
getting their blood pressure measured 
at the doctor's office stresses them 
out, resulting in higher than normal 
readings. All the better reason to 
check it at home. 

At $189.95 from the Apple 

online store, the Withings Wireless 
Blood Pressure Monitor isn't 
competing on price, but rather 
convenience. Saving money doesn't 
matter if you don’t wind up using the 
device, and Withings’ version makes 
checking your blood pressure a lot 
easier. 


USING THE MONITOR 

Withings had originally offered a 
wired blood pressure monitor: it 
connected to an iOS device's 30-pin 
dock connector. You can still find 
some of these for sale, but if you 
have an iOS device with a Lightning 
connector, you'd need an adapter. The 
new wireless model uses Bluetooth, 
making It a cinch to use, and also 
offering Android compatibility. 

The device is bulky, with an 
aluminium tube that contains the 
hardware to pump up the cuff and the 
batteries, which is attached to the cuff 
itself. It's an all-in-one device, with no 
tube connecting the hardware to the 
cuff. The cuff is rigid, and you have to 
pry it open a bit to get it around your 


arm; you then attach it with velcro and 
it's ready to go. 

To take measurements, you first 
press a button on the blood pressure 
monitor, which wakes it up and 
launches Withings’ Health Mate app 
on your iOS device. Then tap Start 
to have the cuff inflate and begin 
measuring your blood pressure. When 
it's finished, readings display in the 
app: systolic and diastolic blood 
pressure, and your pulse. 

Some doctors recommend taking 
three measurements and averaging 
this. Withings calls this Automatic 
Mode, and you can turn it on in the 
settings when the Health Mate app is 
waiting for you to tap Start. 

| found the device to be a bit finicky 
at first. | got measurement errors and 
had to restart. The cuff seems more 
sensitive to exact positioning than 
other devices I've used, but once | got 
the hang of positioning it, it worked 
fine. 


VIEWING YOUR DATA 

As for the Health Mate app, | found 
it confusing at best. Its display isn’t 
very intuitive, its Dashboard view 
shows the last reading and a vague 
graph, and its Timeline shows 
graphics that seem to have no 
relationship to your history. 

The app does work with Apple's 
Health app. You just open Health's 
settings and choose to import data 
from the Withings app. Unfortunately, 
the Blood Pressure display in Apple’s 


app isn't much better — it has white 
data points on a grey background, 
and isn’t very readable. 

However, Leading Edge Apps’ IBP 
Blood Pressure app can connect to 
your Withings account and download 
the same data. This app has a much 
better display, offering graphs with 
trend lines, timelines and averages. 
You sign into your Withings account, 
them manually fetch the new data. 
You can then view the data in the iBP 
app, and easily export it in multiple 
formats, if you want to send it to your 
doctor. 


Bottom line. With this wireless 
blood pressure monitor, you’re 
certainly paying a premium for 
convenience, but it is much easier to 
use than standard devices. |’d have 
expected some sort of carrying case, 
as most blood pressure monitors 
provide, but there is nothing. If you 
don't mind the extra cost, you'll find 
that taking your blood pressure is less 
of a hassle. 


- KIRK MCELHEARN 


j APPLE 
‘S_ apple.com/au 


PROS Wireless: all-in-one convenience 


CONS Expensive 
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REVIEWS 


Drobo Mini 


The Drobo Mini can be a compelling storage device for 
somebody looking for protected storage and nothing else. 


RAID enclosure, the Drobo Mint 

probably isn’t for you. If you're 
looking for a fast multi-drive enclosure, 
the Drobo Mini really isn't for you. The 
Drobo Mini is geared toward people 
who don't know, and don’t want to 
Know anything about RAID, who may 
have a handful of drives they'd like to 
put to use. 

With a Drobo Mini you don’t have 
to use identical drives, or even drives 
with the same capacity or speed. You 
can throw a 80GB drive and a 500GB 
drive in a Drobo and it'll give you as 
much protected storage capacity 
as It can without you having to do 
anything. That said, the Drobo doesn't 
always act as you may expect, and 
the extreme ease of use comes at the 
cost of performance. 


| f you're looking for a traditional 


USING THE DROBO 

The most compelling feature of Drobo 
Mini is its ability to take drives of 
varying capacities and render a large 
chunk of protected storage space 
back to the user. 

However, there are still some limits 
to the usable space you get when 
mixing drive capacities in a Drobo. 
For example: | had four 480GB 
drives, and the resulting 1.33TB of 
usable protected space was running 
out. | rustled up another drive from 
somewhere in the lab and swapped 
one of the 480GB drives with a 960GB 
drive. Back at the Drobo Dashboard it 
was still telling me | was low on usable 


space, and instructed me to replace 
yet another drive. 

Providing redundancy for your 
data is Drobo's whole deal, so the 
Drobo Mini isn't going to let you use 
space that can't be protected by the 
other drives currently in the enclosure. 
Drobo puts that extra capacity aside 
until you swap another one of your 
drives for one with a higher capacity. 

Drobo has capacity calculator 
online that helps you get a feeling 
of the storage space you'll have 


available with different capacity drives. 


SO be very, very sure to check the 
capacity calculator before considering 
a Drobo, and before buying any new 
drives that may go into your Drobo. 


PERFORMANCE 

Don't expect blazing fast soeeds from 
your Drobo Mini, even with SSDs. 

The way it manages your data behind 
the scenes makes it incredibly easy 
to use, but does end up cutting into 
performance. 

Writing to the drive, | saw speeds 
up to 242MB/s when dealing with 
large files, and up to 171MB/s when 
dealing with a collection of files and 
folders. Reading from the drive, | saw 
speeds up to 346MB/s when dealing 
with large files, and up to 236MB/s 
when dealing with a collection of files 
and folders. Remember, that’s with 
four 480GB SATA III SSDs. 

| also tested the drive with four 1TB 
7200-rom 2.5in drives, which gave me 
2.671B of usable space. Writing to the 


drive topped at 197MB/s with a single 
file, and 90MB/s writing a group of files 
and folders. Reading a single large 

file maxed at 316MB/s, but reading 

a group of files and folders was a lot 
slower, topping out at 66MB/s. 

If you're looking to invest in a 
Drobo Mini, stick with rotational drives 
unless money isn't a factor to you — or 
you just happen to have a bunch of 
2.9iN SSDs lying around unused for 
some reason. 


Bottom line. The Drobo Mini isn't 
meant to compete directly with 
traditional RAID options. The drive 

is intended for people who need 
protected storage rather than fast 
speeds, and don’t want to learn about 
RAID. If you're using some old drives 
you have lying around to create some 
protected storage for a technophobic 
relative, it can be a compelling choice. 
If you want something customisable 
or with blazing fast soeeds, you may 
want to read an article on RAID. 


- ALBERT FILICE 


VAGFINIT AUSTRALIA 
Wwww.macfixit.com.au 
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CONS Swapping drives doesn't always give you more 
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Creative Sound 


Blaster X7 


Audiopnile performance 


without the audiopnile price. 


he Sound Blaster X7 is an 
affordable audio powerhouse 
with just two intertwined 
shortcomings: there’s no HDMI in 
or out, So there’s no support for 
high-resolution movie soundtracks on 
Blu-ray discs. 

The SB X7 has an integrated 
Texas Instruments TPA3116D2 Class 
D digital amplifier that can drive a 
pair of either 4- or 8-ohm speakers. 
Flip a switch on the back panel to 
correspond to the speakers you're 
connecting to it. Gold-plated binding 
posts support bare-wire, spade or 
banana-plug connections. 

Creative rates the amp to deliver 38 
watts per channel to 4-ohm speakers 
with the included 24-volt, 2.91-amp 
power supply. Upgrade to Creative's 
optional 24-volt, 6-amp power supply 
and you can drive 4-ohm speakers 
at up to 50 watts per channel. Using 
8-ohm speakers? Creative rates the 
amp at 27 watts per channel with 
the stock amp, but it doesn’t provide 
numbers for the optional PSU. 

If you'd prefer to use self-powered 
speakers, you can bypass the internal 
amp and connect up to six powered 
speakers (front stereo, rear Surrounds, 
a centre channel and a subwoofer) 
using its line-level outputs. You can 
also deploy passive stereo speakers 
and a powered subwoofer, because 
all of its inputs and outputs can be 
used simultaneously. 


CONNECT ALMOST ANYTHING 
You can connect both analogue and 
digital audio sources using stereo 
RCA jacks and TOSLink optical inputs. 


There's a TOSLink output, too. The SB 
X7 has a micro-USB connector (with 
asynchronous mode and ASIO support 
to reduce jitter and latency respectively) 
for streaming digital audio from a Mac 
or PC, and a USB Type A receptacle 
that can host a tablet or smartohone 

if you want to stream audio from 

those devices. If you prefer wireless 
streaming via Bluetooth, the SB X7 
supports that, too. 


AUDIO EFFECTS 

Not all tracks offer the highest fidelity, 
but Creative's Crystalizer software can 
very effectively restore life to them. 
Other SBX Pro Studio effects let you 
add a pseudo-surround-sound effect 
and boost bass response (as well 

as adjust the crossover frequency), 
using sliders in the apps or Windows 
software to control the impact of 
each effect. 

Gamers, meanwhile, will appreciate 
some of the other SBX Pro Studio 
effects. If you like to play stealth games 
and first-person shooters, enabling 
scout Mode will give you an edge 
by amplifying certain audio events 
to help you detect an approaching 
enemy. And if you play multiplayer 
games that support voice chat, 
Creative's CrystalVoice FX enables you 
to modulate your voice in all sorts of 
ways. You could sound like a giant or a 
web-footed alien. 

The apps also provide mixers, 
equalisers, speaker calibrators and 
other tools. A button on the front 
panel enables or disables all the 
SBX effects you've activated using 
the control software. 


WORTHY OF YOUR ATTENTION 

| evaluated the Sound Blaster X7 with 
both headphones (Bowers & Wilkins’ 
P5 and Ultrasone’s HFI-2400) and a 
pair of Chane Airx-c loudspeakers. 
Both experiences were exceptional. 
None of the headphones | own are 
particularly difficult to drive, so | 
couldn't evaluate Creative’s claim 

to be able drive up to 600-ohm 
headphones. But my experience 
with the phones | do have was 
exceptionally good. 

When connected to the 8-ohm 
loudspeakers, the SB X7’s amplifier 
had no problem filling my small home 
theatre with sound. 


Bottom line. | lament that it doesn't 
support HDMI, but including that 
would have driven up its cost. Apart 
from that, Creative selected exactly 
the right components to stuff inside 
this little box, and it didn’t waste a 
dime on fancy materials or anything 
else that doesn’t contribute to its 
sterling price/performance ratio. 
Highly recommended. 


- MICHAEL BROWN 


5 SS au.creative.com 


PROS Nearly every digital and analogue I/0 port you 
could want: audiophile components; high-quality USB 
and Bluetooth audio streaming 
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1Password 5.0 


This Mac app offers state-of-the-art protection for 


your passwords and more. 


pple’s software ecosystem 

suffers from no shortage of 

apps dedicated to password 
management: among these, AgileBits’ 
1Password has always occupied a 
genre-defining role as one of the most 
comprehensive solutions available. Its 
latest release, 1Password 5.0, 
is no exception. 


IN WITH THE NEW 

One of the hardest feats to pull off in 
software development is designing 

a user experience that feels familiar 
and yet conforms to new paradigms. 
On one hand, you don't want the 
app to look dated or out of place in 
its intended running environment; 

on the other, you don’t want to 
introduce changes so drastic that 
existing users will Suddenly find 
themselves disoriented and incapable 
of performing tasks that were hitherto 
second nature to them. 

Launched to coincide with the 
release of OS X Yosemite, 1Password 
5.0 aces this particular problem by 
limiting its user interface changes 
to a fresh coat of paint that looks 
perfectly at home inside Apple's latest 
operating system. With the exception 
of a little more flatness, therefore, you 
can install the new version over the 
old one and continue using it without 
skipping a beat. 

The 1Password Mint helper app 
(which sits in the menu bar and 
provides a quick way to grab a 
password or credit card number 
without having to launch 1Password), 
has received more significant interface 


changes. In Its latest incarnation, 

the helper sports both dark and light 
interfaces to match Yosemite's menu 
bar, and can be quickly invoked with a 
global Keyboard shortcut that makes 
it appear in the middle of your primary 
screen. Again, no paradigm-shifting 
changes, but a few nice touches that, 
as a frequent user of this feature, I’ve 
found very useful. 


IN WITH THE OLD 
Outside of these cosmetic changes, 
most of the functionality provided 
by 1Password remains unchanged 
— not a bad thing if you consider 
that the established user interface 
works very well. Of note, the iCloud 
sync functionality has been rewritten 
from scratch using the new Cloudkit 
framework, which will hopefully bring 
increased stability to those who 
choose to store their 1Password vault 
using Apple's cloud storage solution. 
One feature that | think will get 
more use is the ability to securely 
share passwords and other bits of 
private data. This has existed inside 
1Password since at least version 3, but 
was rarely used by regular users, if only 
because online privacy and security 
issues affected just an unlucky few. 
Given Apple’s big push in this 
arena — and the birth of technologies 
like Family Sharing — | expect that 
1Password’s sharing will be more 
commonly used. Given that, | hope 
that AgileBits will find ways to improve 
the functionality to provide multi- 
user sync in the future. Even though 
password sharing is generally frowned 
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upon in the security community, it is 
sometimes necessary when dealing 
with service providers that don't allow 
multiple logins to the same account (a 
more widespread problem than you'd 
think, particularly in the IT community). 


Bottom line. As a well-supported 
app that receives frequent updates, 
1Password 5.0, which clocks in at just 
under 31MB and requires Yosemite 
to run, is well worth its $64.99 price — 
particularly if you consider that, if you 
already own a copy of version 4, you 
will be able to upgrade for free. 

The price of the app is even 
easier to digest now that you can 
purchase a single copy from the 
App Store and share it with every 
member of your family through Family 
Sharing. Not only does this give you 
an opportunity to introduce your 
loved ones (particularly children) to 
the importance of good password 
practices, it also allows you to spread 
the safety 1Password provides to all 
your data, and at no additional cost. 
This is a great deal by any measure. 


—- MARCO TABINI 


AGILEBITS 
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don't know how many tower 

defence games I’ve played at this 

point. But the original Defense 
Grid is without doubt one of the best 
(maybe the best) tower defence 
games ever released. 

Defense Grid 2 is more Defense 
Grid. It’s a tightly-tuned, gorgeous 
tower defence game set against an 
epic science fiction backdrop where 
you commit mass genocide against 
a host of alien baddies in order to 
protect your base(s). It’s also really 
good. Except maybe not as good 
as Its predecessor. Or maybe it's just 
too similar to its predecessor. It’s 
hard to tell. 


| KNOW YOUR FACE 

In terms of the amount of content 
built for Defense Grid 2, there’s more 
than enough here to call it a sequel. 
There's a decently long campaign with 
a fully-voiced story that plays out a bit 
like a weird radio drama (considering 
you never see any of the characters 
who are speaking). As with /itanfall 
earlier this year, the all-audio format 
makes it next to impossible to keep 
the characters and plot straight, so... 
good luck. Minute-to-minute, the 
dialogue is quirky enough though 
that it doesn’t really matter. 

Defense Grid 2 plays almost 
exactly like its predecessor though. 
The big thing that set the original 
apart — the ability to build new paths 
with your towers in order to force 
enemies into longer, more circuitous 


routes — returns. In fact, Defense Grid 
2 doubles down on the labyrinth- 
building aspect of the game by 
adding in a new ‘Boost Tower". 

The Boost Tower isn’t a weapon, 
per se. It's a box. A crate. It doesn't 
cost much compared to building an 
Inferno Tower or a Cannon or what 
have you, so you can throw down 
a bunch of them with relatively little 
overhead and build out the walls of 
your shooty-death-trap. You can also 
build guns on top of Boost Towers, 
and then upgrade said Boost Towers 
to inflict more damage. 

That's really it, though. That's the 
big addition to Defense Grid 2, plus 
the new campaign, plus the new 
multiplayer modes. It’s not bad value, 
per se, but If you've already played 
hundreds of hours of the original 
Defense Grid there’s no magical spark 
here to bring you back, no surprises 
lying in wait. 

And there are some parts of 
Defense Grid 2 that | think are actually 
weaker than the original, particularly 
when it comes to split-second 
judgements. Tower defence is, at its 
core, a Strategy genre. Strategy relies 
on information — on knowing the right 
information at the right time. 

Defense Grid 2 is remarkably bad 
at conveying information to the player. 
Tower types are hard to distinguish 
from each other and alien types are 
even harder to decipher. When you're 
looking at a mass of 20 oncoming 
mobs and trying to figure out ‘Are 
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these the fast ones? Are these the 
ones that turn invisible?’ then there’s 

a problem. That information should be 
immediately apparent. The same goes 
for ‘Is this my cannon tower? Oh wait, 


no, it’s this one over here.’ 


| don’t Know what the problem 
is, because | don't feel as if | had 
the same issue with the original 
Defense Grid. There’s something 
about the way it’s laid out though, 
or how far out the camera is, that 
makes the game less playable than 
its forebear — even though it’s 90 


percent the same game. 


Bottom line. Defense Grid 2 isn't 
bad. It’s actually really good! The 
original Defense Grid managed to 
get people momentarily excited 
about tower defence again by being 
something unique and different from 
the crowd. Fair or not, Defense Grid 
2 needed to pull off the same magic. 
It doesn’t. It’s just another (excellent) 


tower defence game. 


- HAYDEN DINGMAN 


5 www.hiddenpath.com 


PROS Plenty of replay value for each level: boost 


towers provide new labyrinth strategies 


“eer nro nary aha yale nen obese bya an en nee abner hor he ear hear a aa bara res 


ior torgner uct orunr4nes Geese shes eye ae rycen nanaortnarueort ar ver}aerhant bean ent beter bs hart bert tare eat a 


US$24,99 (VIA STEAM) 


( HIDDEN PATH ENTERTAINMENT 


= 
= 
= 
= 
tae 
oo 
= 
ae 
me 
ot 
ee 
foe 
= 
ae) 
Set 


—_ 
> 
= 
= 
> 
we) 
< 
DO 
jo) 
— 
on 


REVIEWS 


he GoPro Hero4 Black is small 
a enough to fit in the palm of 
your hand and only weighs 

87g, or 152g with the protective case. 
Don't be deceived by its tiny size, 
this little camera captures amazingly 
vivid and sharp video. The lens has 
a fixed f2.8 aperture, doing a great 
job in mixed lighting conditions and 
not blowing out when pointed directly 
at the sun. It also shoots time-lapse 
videos and long exposures with 
a night lapse mode for budding 
astrophotographers. 

GoPro’s top-of-the-line model, 
the Hero4 Black handles up to 3840 
x 2160 Ultra HD video capture at 
30 frames per second, along with 
12-megapixel still photos with a 30fps 
burst mode. There are cheaper GoPro 
models, like the Hero4 Silver, which 
only captures Ultra HD at 15fps, or 
older models, which only go as high 
as Full HD 1080p. 

lf Ultra HD seems like overkill, you 
can decrease the Hero4 Black's video 
capture resolution and increase the 
frame rate up to 120fps — offering 
smoother slo-mo video. You can also 
adjust the lens’ fish-eyed Field of View, 
depending on how much you want to 
see in the picture. 

The Hero4 Black is designed for 
the great outdoors and comes with 
a sturdy waterproof case, which 
connects to a wide range of mounts. 


GoPro supplies adhesive mounts 
and a pivot arm for attaching just 
about anywhere, but you can buy 
additional mounts and there's also 
a Music edition designed to strap to 
instruments. 

One thing missing is a rear screen 
for playing back videos. There's one 
built into the Hero4 Silver, but with the 
Black it's a detachable optional extra. 
This may not be necessary if you have 
an Apple or Android gadget at hand, 
because you can use the GoPro app 
to view the live feed from the camera, 
adjust the settings, press record and 
then playback your clips to see if you 
got the perfect shot. 

The Hero4 Black’s Achilles heel 
is the built-in microphone. It’s an 
improvement on previous models, but 
still sounds disappointing when the 
camera Is sealed up in the waterproof 
case. Switching to the open-backed 
rear door improves the sound, but 
dialogue still sounds muffled and it’s 
best used as an effects mic. If you 
need great audio, you can attach an 
external mic via a micro-USB to 3.5mm 
adaptor, but then you'll need to buy a 
different protective case, which offers 
access to the micro-USB port. 

The micro-USB port also lets you 
recharge the camera and copy files 
from the micro-SD card. The camera 
shows up as standard USB storage 
when attached to your Mac, but 


GoPro Hero4 Black 


If you need to capture your daredevil exploits 
in Ultra High-Definition, then the GoPro Hero4 
Black may be the right action camera to strap 
to your helmet. 


demands extra drivers for Windows. 
There’s micro-HDMI for connecting to 
a monitor. 

You'll fit 16 minutes of Ultra HD 
30fps video on an 8GB micro-SD, 30 
minutes of 1080p at 30fps or even 
more if you drop the resolution further. 
The camera produces MP4 files, which 
play in QuickTime, but they need an 
edit before you can transfer them to 
your iGadgets. You can import them 
into iMovie or the free GoPro Studio, 
even If your monitor can’t match the 
resolution of the video. Of course, to 
truly do Ultra HD justice you'll want an 
Ultra HD television or monitor. 


Bottom line. It’s an amazing piece 

of kit, but the GoPro Hero4 Black is 
overkill if you'll never shoot in more 
than 1080p. Make sure you weigh it 
up against the Hero4 Silver and the 
cheaper GoPro models to find the 
best match for your requirements and 
your budget. 


- ADAM TURNER 
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CONS Expensive 
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@ VMware Fusion File Edit View Virtual Machine Window Help 


Virtualisation on the Mac just got a power boost. 


VMware Fusion 7 Pro takes virtualisation on the Mac to the next level — 
with powerful features designed for technical professionals who want to 

run Windows applications on a Mac without rebooting. Advanced users, 
‘developers and IT administrators rely on Fusion Pro for high performance, 
reliability and leading edge features to run Windows on a Mac. : 


VMWARE 


FUSION 
PRO 


Learn more at vmware.com/go/fusionpro 
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